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PRIEST SAYS HIS PAR1SH0NERS
WERE COERCED

"They forced them to go on the ex-

cursion!" This cry rose out of Haw-
thorne and Cicero today.

It is hard to convince the mothers
that their daughters were not coerced
by foremen who told them they would
lose their jobs if they were not in the
parade.

"I can declare upon oath that many
of the people of my parish were
forced to go upon the excursion un-

der threat of dismissal," said Rev.
Chas. Erkenswick, pastor of the Ger-

man Catholic church in the heart of
the stricken district. "Any number
of those who worked for the western
Electric told me so."

"My daughters did not want to go
on the picnic, they were forced to
go," said Anthony Thies, 1535 Tell
pi. His two girls, Annie and Agnes,
employed in department No. 2311,
were just buried.

"Anna said to me: "Father, I do
not want to attend the company's
picnic, but Mr. Peterson, the foreman
In department 2311. came out to me
and said "You and your sister, Agnes,
attend our outing. If you don't we
will have to scratch your names off
the payroll." '

"They wanted to go to the home
of their sister to cuddle her new baby
boy, but the foreman said they would
have to go on the boat or lose their
places."

County Commissioner Thos. Kas- -
perski says the "implied compulsion"
or ner ioreman causea ms meue,
Agnes Kasperski, 4920 W. 13th st, to
attend the picnic

"The foreman did not directly tell
her she would lose her job if she did
not go," said the county commis-
sioner, "but it was understood by the
girls that they had to go. Last year
some did not go. Shortly afterward
they were laid off. It was not de-

pression, because new employes were
being hired!

"My niece was always afraid of
water. She did not want to go. Now

she Is dead. There are many others
dead because they feared to lose their
positions."
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INDICTMENTS TODAY? ARREST

W. K. GREENBAUM
With W. It Greenbaum under ar-

rest, another arrest of a higher-u-p

was today promised by State's Att'y
Hoyne. Indictments may be returned
by the grand jury by 6 o'clock tonight

Greenbaum is general manager of
the Indiana Transportation Co.,
which leased the Eastland from the
St Joseph-Chicag- o line. He was ar-
rested as he finished telling the cor-
oner's jury how for 17 minutes he
watched the Eastland with her load
of precious freight tip and then
plunge into the water.

The arrest of Greenbaum came al-

most simultaneously with the taking
into custody of Geo. W. Munger, pur-
ser of the Eastland, and Martin Fla-to-

general agent of the St Joe
line. Munger disappeared after the
accident He knows exactly how
many were on board the Eastland.
Cap't Pedersen and Chief Engineer
Ericson to continue held under arrest

BECKER BELIEVES HE STILL HAS
CHANCE FOR LIFE

New York, July 28. Charles Beck-
er was to have been electrocuted to-

day. Instead the convicted police
lieutenant was almost cheerful as he
sat in his cell in Sing Sing death
house, waiting for word from Justice
Ford that will either send him to the
chair or grant him a new trial and
give him chance to tell his own story
of killing of Herman Rosenthal

Justice Ford, it is thought, will ren-
der his decision this afternoon or to-

night Becker is doomed to die Fri-
day morning at 5:45 o'clock.
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LAST CHANCE

"Why is Miss Oldgirl marrying that
awful rounder? He's sure to lead a
double life."

"Evidently she's tired of a single
one." Hobart HerakL,


