
so that all would look as near alike
as possible with a few exceptions,
who were to buy various costumes
representing different types of work
and 'usages of the phone system
that Is the Bell telephone system.
The reason for the above was that
there-wa- s to be a parade in Michigan
City, "where the moving picture man
was to take our pictures. No doubt
these pictures were to be shown all
over the world. This is called the
employes benefit picnic. Some bene-
fit, when the employes stand the en-
tire cost of all this Individually. Be-
sides, we are working but four, some-
time five, days a week for the last 18
months, and you must not think that
we get paid for a full week.

I almost forgot to mention that our
names were also taken if we refused
to get into the parade.

"We were given instructions on
Friday, July 23, not to forget to get
one oT the first two boats out to Mich-
igan City, so that we could get in the
parade before 12 noon. The result
was that everybody rushed to the
docks with their families, friends and
relatives, trying to get on the first or
second boats. It is true that there
were five boats chartered.

They treat us as no dog would be
treated by the worst of men and work
one man hard enough so that it
would take almost the strength of a
horse or two to pull that load of a
day's work. And the money we hon-
estly earn is honest blood money.

This is putting it rather strong, but
it is my object to drive it home. We
are an afraid of our Jobs (with a few
exceptions). Mr. Western knows that
we need" our bread and butter and so
do we, so we must keep quiet

Every word I say is true, and with
honesty in my heart I trust in you
for an early publication in your
paper. F. S.

W. E. PICNICS The press, speak-
ing of the Eastland disaster has failed
to mention &. tew things of more or

West

ern Electric Co. I suppose it is be--

cause they fear they might lose a
little advertising.

The writer was employed by the
W. E Co. when they held their pic-
nic last year. In the first place, the
company came around and asked
each employe to donate 25 or 50 cents
to furnish the costumes certain of
the employes were to wear in the pa-
rade at Michigan City. Next we
were asked to purchase a ticket,
which was $1. I personally did not
care to go, but I was told I would
lose my job if I did not, so I was
practicallj forced to go. So they
loaded me on an overloaded boat,
both going otfr and coming back.
I did anything but enjoy myself, as I
had a hard time finding standing
room. The next pay day I was sur-
prised to find my pay envelope a half
day's pay short. That was for the
Saturday forenoon. And then they
had the nerve to say they had given
their employes a picnic, and the of-
ficials of the company pronounced it
p. great success. I failed to see where
the success came in, unless it was
to their pocketbooks. Although I
am not employed there at present I
am told conditions were the same
this year. I am sending this thinking
it might be of interest to you. W. T,

THE DAY BOOK. Chicago should
congratulate itself upon the fact that
i 'as at least one newspaper
that is untrammeled in its freedqrp. of
criticism and stands for a "square
deal for alL"

They Day Book ies the only paper
that has dared to question the actions
of any of the corporations of Chicago,
as the Western Electric Co., the State
street stores, Commonwealth Edison,
Telephone Co., etc. and the paper
should receive the unstinted support
of labor for its policy of fighting for,
the rights of the people.

It is to be regretted that so many
of the union men of this city support
such newspapers as the American
and Examine type which are con,--


