
lacking. What's the psychological
reason for this? Patsy Brannigan.

THE "POOR MAN'S COURT."
When he had justice courts in this
city the trust press waged a steady
warfare on whatTHey called "justice
shops." This warfare was fanned
into a blaze of popular demand for
their abolition, and so the municipal
court act, a cumbersome, unjust and
autocratic statute, was written into
law, and the trust press christened
the new reform (?) prodigy "the
poor man's (?) court" Is it the poor
man's court? Unquestionably no!
Let us illustrate: When we had jus-

tice courts a boy arrested for a tri-

fling misdemeanor could be bailed out
by any householder signing his bond.
Under the poor man's court statute
this same boy if arrested would have
to furnish real estate surety or a cash
bond of $25 or remain locked up in a
cell with hardened old-ti- offenders.
Where is the improvement in justice?

Under the justice courts one of the
scandals that caused the greatest de-

nunciation was the fact that thecon-stable- s

in "forcible entry" suits could
serve a summons on any one in the
house over 12 years of age. The in-

justice of this rule and the outrageous
evils that followed awakened the in-

dignation of the general public. When
the great reform (?), the poor man's
court, came into being, this same
scandal continued. Finally the su-

preme court declared that in all for-

cible entry suits, the defendant alone
must be served with the summons.
The real estate trust, which found
pleasure in the old scandal, experi-
enced a hardship in obeying the man-
dates of the supreme court, so it had
the general assembly, at the last ses-

sion, enact a statute in conflict with
the mandate of that court making
service of summons in forcible entry
cases on any member of the family
over 12 years, thereby overturning
the order of the court of last resort,
and yet we marvel at the growth of
anarchy!

In the justice courts the cost of a
civil suit did not exceed $4 and the
same was disposed of in 15 days. In
the same courts where a fine was im-

posed the costs rarely exceeded $1 or
$3, at the most. In the poor man's
court the costs in similar cases range
from $5 upward.

In the justice courts a judgment
could be appealed directly to the cir-

cuit, county or superior courts at a
small cost. In the poor man's court
the appeal goes directly to the appel-
late court, rendering appeals from
the court impossible for the poor
man, who cannot afford the great ex-

pense of court costs, printing briefs
and all the other heavy expenses that
follow.

Am I justified in asking your read-
ers which court was the "poor man's
court"? The justice court, with
small expense, speedy trial, a chance
of appeal, no heavy costs, no real es-

tate surety to keep out of jail on
clothes line cases, and a square deal
for the poor man. Or the great re-

form (?) court, which denies an ap-

peal to the poor man, demands ex-

cessive real estate bonds in petty
misdemeanors, a wait of a year and
upward in a simple contested assump-

sit suit, and a gross violation of the
landlord and tenant statute, which
demands a five-da- y notice to the ten-

ant before suit for possession can be
commenced, and which forbids the
real estate agent to confess judgment
without notice to the tenant, some-

thing the most conscienceless justice
would not permit. Any one who read3
this article must, if he has any sense
of justice, decide in favor of a return
to the much-abuse- d justice courts,
which were far ahead of the present
expensive and unjust municipal
courts, which up to date have proven
to be expensive failures. H. K. D.
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As he retreats Grand Duke Nicho-

las issues an order of the day an-

nouncing "God and His powerful help
are with us." Sounds sarcastic andj
blasphemous.


