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SIMPSON, SPRAGUE AND BUSINESS HEADS
TALK EASTLAND FUNDS IN BANK OFFICE
Chicago men who own or admin-

ister over a quarter billion dollars of
property sat around a table in the
directors' room of the Merchants
Loan & Trust bank yesterday. Head-
ed by James Simpson and Orson
Smith of the Marshall Field estate
and A. A. Sprague H of Sprague,
Warner & Co., they talked about how
to make the $346,252.09 now raised
for relief of Eastland victims go as
far as possible toward a record for
charity work.

As directors of the Chicago divi-
sion of the American Red Cross so-

ciety it is up to them to decide wheth-
er to pay out all this cash right away
or put it in some bank and peddle it
out from year to year as a pension
fund. It was figured out that the in-- 1

come from the fund would be about
$20 a year to dependents of each of
the 750 Eastland victims.

Mayor Thompson is known to
favor paying out the money now in
stead of tying it up in a bank and letv
ting it out m driblets for a hundred
years to come. One free-spok-

Thompson man says in the Eastland
fund Chicago millionaires make a
first-cla-ss showing as tightwads, par-
ticularly stockholders in the allied in-

terests of the American Telephone &
Telegraph Co., the Chicago Tele-

phone Co. and the Western Electric
Co., which manufactures Bell tele-
phone equipment.

William Wrigley, Jr., the chewing
gum king, and John Scott and John
V. Farwell were present for business
interests and Sherman Kingsley and
Ernest Bicknell for the charity and
Red Cross end. A. A. Sprague II,
who inherited a bunch of Bell tele-
phone stock last year, was instructed
to consult with the Western Electric
officials and find out what they wan.

Sec'y Fedfield quits investigating
today or tomorrow. He's run out of
witnesses. Those he wants for tes

timony have been subpoenaed before
Judge Landis' federal grand jury.

Holes in the Eastland hull are
patched. The coffin boat is being
pumped out today. The guessing is
she will bev raised by Sunday.

From Washington comes a copy of
a letter Pres. Gompers of the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor has sent to
President Wilson demanding that
Sec'y Redfield's department quit in-

vestigating itself.
"Shocking callousness for human!

safety and welfare, disregard for reg-

ulations and standards of safety and
ineffectiveness on the part of in-

spectors" is about all that's wrong
with the bureau run by Gen. TJhler
and Solicitor Thurman, according td
Gompers. He writes:

"The man who do the work on the
ships and boats of the Great Lakes
have repeatedly given warning of the
many and unnecessary dangers to
human life. For years they have
urged their contentions."
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ENGLAND DECLINES TO MODIFY,
FOOD BLOCKADE

Washington, Aug. 4. "We shall
continue to apply these measures
(the British blockade of Germany)
with every desire to occasion the
least possible amount of inconveni-
ence to persons engaged in legitimate,
commerce."

Summarized, it was thus that Eng-
land's answer to America's protests
against former's order in council was
read today by Washington officialdom
generally and by representatives here
of country's biggest exporting inter- -

ests without a dissenting voice.
Blockade methods concerning

which U. S. complained "are not only
reasonable and necessary in them-
selves, but constitute no more than;
adaptation of old principles of block-
ade to peculiar circumstances with,
which we are confronted."
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