
ROOT ABLE LIEUTENANT TO BOSS BARNES
FRAMING STANDPAT CONSTITUTION

BY GILSON GARDNER
Albany, N. Y., Aug. 9. As

Elihu Root is the most talked-o- f
candidate for president of United

States on the Republican ticket I de-

cided to run up to Albany, N. Y., to
see him in his most role
of constitution-make- r for the Empire
state.

I dropped in on the committee on
public utilities at which Mr. William
Barnes, Jr., Root's first lieutenant
the only corrupt

boss in the country is
chairman. As it happened, Mr.
Barnes was speaking, and this is
what I heard:

"This provision looks all right to
me. It would permit the legislature
to grant franchises to public service
corporations for a certain number of
years, say 500 years, or for an inde-
finite period."

There were nine members of the
committee sitting around the com-
mittee table. Nobody said anything.
Mr. Barnes appealed to the member
on his right.

"As for me," replied the member,
"I don't see why there is any objec-
tion to giving power to the legislature
to grant perpetual franchises. Why
such a fuss?"

Again the committee members said
nothing. Mr. Barnes read another
section.

"That is to protect the present
franchise holders," he explained.

"But it doesn't do it," one member
objected. "It doesn't take into con-
sideration good will value of the fran-
chise. I know a decision of the ap-
pellate court" (business of telling
about the decision.)

"Well," said Mr. Barnes," if nobody
has any objection, we will let that
stand."

Nobody had. Somebody asked
about the medical clause.
. "I am getting a barrel full of letr--
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ters from the Christian Scientists
about that," said one member.

Mr. Barnes: "Oh, that section is
all right. I talked to a couple of them
this morning and they went away
convinced that it doesn't mean what
they thought it meant"

Pause. Silence.
Barnes: "Anybody want to make

a motion to adjourn. I don't think
there is much more we can do to-
day."

So everybody stood up and drifted
from the room.

The committee meetings are quite
informal. No records are made or
kept The chairman interlines with
a lead pencil a typewritten copy of
the proposed amendment and the
committee takes it for granted. Ap-

parently I was thp only representa-
tive of the public present The

was to me a valued sidelight
on the business of making a state
constitution. Perpetual or 500-ye- ar

franchises and nobody objecting. Is
it any wonder the interests approve
the administration of Mr. Barnes and ,

the valued work of Mr. Root in pre-

siding over the convention?

FACES ABORTION CHARGES FOR
SECOND TIME

Mrs. Mary Dausch of 1321 Wells
st, whose "parlors" have attracted
the notice of the police on several
occasions, was again named as an
abortionist by the husband of a wom-
an who made trips to the Dausch
home. Harry J. Michaels, waiter,
4143 Langley av., is the complainant

Mrs. Michaels is in the Hahnemann
hospital recovering from the effects
of a criminal operation. Michaels
says that it was performed at the
Dausch home. Mrs. Dausch denies .

this. State's Att'y Hoyne is investi-
gating. . t

Mrs. Dausch is now facing abortion,
charges for the, second, time


