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PUBLICITY MAN FAKES DOPE ON EASTLAND-LAFOLLETT- E

CONTRADICTS LEWIS
Senator Robert M. LaFolIette in a

front page editorial of his magazine
this month knocks out a claim of
Spearman Lewis, press agent of the
Lake Michigan Passenger Steamship
Lines. The seaman's law would not
have prevented the Eastland sinking,
according to press stuff sent out by
Lewis. This is LaFollette's answer:

"Let this be emphasized: If the
seamen's law had been in effect July
24 the Eastland catastrophe would
in all human probability never have
happened.

"It is not at all difficult to 'fix the
responsibility.' The Eastland tra-
gedy is the direct outcome of loose
inspection laws and lax regulations
of the government inspection service
for the control of passenger steam-
ers, especially those in the excursion
business."

And how would this from LaFol-
Iette do for the top of the letterheads
of the press stories sent out by Spear-
man Lewis?

"Steamboat managers are eager
to get permission to carry the largest
possible number of passengers each
trip, so they may pile up profits. The
existing law empowers the board of
supervising inspectors to make the
rules in each case and to limit the
number of passengers. The East-
land was plainly a case where ship
owners' greed conspired with govern-
mental complaisance.

"The Eastland horror cannot be
passed over as an accident It was
the direct result of the policy of gam-
bling with human lives to make dol-
lars. Every family wiped out, every
hody dragged form the murky river,
bears witness to the fact that busi- -i

ness can not be trusted to care for
i human safety, if such care interferes
with maximum profits."

The senator, who led the senate
fight for passage of the seamen's
bill, says the 2,500 passengers per--
.'fitted by inspectors on the East
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land would have been cut to "little
more than 1,000," if the seamen's law
which becomes operative Nov. 4, had
been in effect on the day of the East-
land sinking.

Spearman Lewis, press agent and
mouthpiece of the Lake Michigan
Steamship Lines, refuses to reply to
the claim of Victor Olander, secre-
tary lake seamen's union, on the
gangways of the Christopher Co-

lumbus. Olander says the stability
of the big boat has been well tested
by the 5,000 bags of sand, shifting
of which didn't tip the C. C. over. But
the gangways don't satisfy Olander.
He wants gangways that can be clos-

ed in a rush. If a big gale makes the
Christopher Columbus list so far that
water runs into the gangways the
boat may go down. If the gangways
can be closed rapidly the inrush of
water can be stopped rapidly. Oland-
er wrote Sec'y Redfield last Decem-
ber that the gangways of the C. C.
were rusty and could only be closed
slowly if at all because of the rusty,

er conditions of said gang
ways.

SAYS COPPER BEAT HER
Violet Phipps testified before Judge

Uhlir this morning how she had been
assaulted by Thomas White, recently
discharged from the police force, in
her flat at 31st st and Indiana av.

White, according to her story, told
from the witness stand, had entered
her home while Glen Aldrich, the
owner of six theaters in and around
Nebraska City, Neb., was visiting her.
She says he was intoxicated and after p
drawing a revolver and threatening
Aldrich he proceeded to beat her.

The case was continued until Sept.
27 to allow the police to introduce
new testimony.
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Young woman eluded workmen and

committed suicide by jumping from
municipal pier.
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