
THE PUBLIC FORUM
DECOY DUCKS. A short time ago

the editor of your paper announced
that he had beeiupffered but had re-

jected the courtesies-o- f one of the
lake transportation company's serv-
ice. Had he accepted he might now
have an opportunity to reciprocate
for same by announcing the brave
and noble conduct of the twenty
members of the Chicago Association
of Commerce, who, deeply grieved
that citizens of Chicago should be
denying themselves the pleasure of
cool lake trips, are about to risk their
lives on the steamship Alabama, to
prove to the people that they need
not fear to do likewise. But will that
prove it?

Are we to understand that since
that (quoting Dering) "regrettable
mishap to an isqlated unit" nobody
haB ridden on any lake passenger
steamer? If there have been pas-

sengers (as there have been), why
do these "noble twenty" think that
the people of Chicago are going to
follow them any more than some
humbler person? What sublime ego-jtis-

These "representative citi-
zens" have been puffed so often in
their own papers that they have
really come to the opinion that they
are a little bit better than ordinary
clay. The probability is that their
precious lives will be exceptionally
well guarded (when the president of
a railroad inspects same there is
never an accident) , but if there is any
risk well, business demands 6ome
sacrifice, and they are well insured,
of course, and they need not fear the
undertaker's bill.

What it does prove is that the
transportation companies are miss-lin- g

the business because of the silly
(regard of the common people for
their lives, and that they would like
rto see a resumption of same before
the slight remainder of the season
has passed. So these "fearless
twenty" who are also missing some
business, are induced to give a
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1 lie expression of confidence" to main
tain "the last remnant of our once
proud merchant marine." It is bare-
ly possible that some big company
represented by one or two of the
fearless ones is hoping that they may
yet pull off another picnic; I don't
know. But what I do know Is that
amongst them are the proprietors of
some dry goods and haberdashery
concerns, a good-size- d liquor con-

cern, and a trunk-haulin- g company,
so you can see where the shoe
pinches in one particular spot

What a damnably rotten indiffer-
ence these people show toward the
sentiments of the mass, and what a
contempt well merited, indeed for
our intelligence, that they should
dare to expose themselves in such a
pitiful position. Have they not the
decency to keep quiet for a few
weeks at least, and are they such
poor losers that they can't stand a
little reduction in their business un-

til next season' Then, they may
console themselves, the people will
have indeed forgotten, and they can
pull off another such "regrettable"
affair as was the last

In the meantime, if they are so
anxious to play the role of decoy
ducks let them go to Fort Sheridan
to learn to cock one eye at a target

Walter E. Sutherland.

THE LAUGHMAN CASE. I read
in a recent issue of The Day Book an
article in regard to the number of
arrests that have been made against
a soap-bo- x orator by the name of
Laughman. I, having heard Mr.
Laughman on several different occa-
sions and knowing of the misleading
statements published in the trust
press, wish to have ihe privilege of
telling the readers of The Day Bool?
the truth about Mr. Laughman and
why he has been arrested so many
times.

Mr. Laughman is a patriotic lec-
turer and has ben persecuted by the
bluecoats to such an extent that he

pub , takes delight in telling his 3,000 foi--
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