
LADIES' WAIST AND DRESS MAKERS A PART OF
SOCIAL REVOLUTION, SAYS ORGANIZER

BY JANE WHITAKER
Three weeks ago, shortly before I

went away on my vacation, I listened
to an organizer, herselT little more
than a girl, telling me of what slaves
to conditions girls and women work-
ers in the ladies' waist, dress, corset
and white goods industries are and
heard the weary tone of her voice as
she told how she talked to girls out-
side of factories where they worked
and at hall meetings in an endeavor
to make them realize that they must
fight to better their conditions or be
reduced to a state of even greater
slavery.

Yesterday, on my return, I talked
to the same organizer, Fannia Cohn,
of the Ladies' International Garment
Workers' Union, but, oh, what a dif-
ference!

Her dark brown eyes were bright
with the light of victory, her voice,
hoarse from the strain of constant
speech-makin- g in the past two
weeks, carried a cry of triumph
through its hoarseness, and her first
words were:

"Oh, Miss Whitaker, it is tod bad
you were out of the city. We had a
social revolution in the Herzog fac-
tory and we were victorious."

Perhaps I looked a question, for I
had expected her to call it a strike,
but she flashed back quickly:

"Are you like many of the workers
who believe a social revolution is
something that is going to be an-
nounced by a loud rap at the door
sometime in the future and the cry:
'Social revolution tomorrow?' In-

dustrial social revolutions are always
going on; they began in the long ago
and will never end until industrial
slavery is no longer."

Then she laughed a little. "Those
girls in the Herzog factory hadn't the
least idea of becoming part of a so-

cial revolution. They had grown so
accustomed to submitting to every-

accustomed to submitting. When I
came to Chicago to organize the
white goods workers I met always
the same suggestion:

" 'Why don't you try to get Her-zog'- s?

If you get them, you may get
the others, but you'll never get Her-zog'- s.'

"I went into the factory and I talk-
ed to the girls outside the factory
and the girls themselves said the
same thing. Each one would say:
'I might be willing but the others
won't.' and I pleaded with them that
they would get together, look into
"iob other's faces and ask each other
the question: 'Will we stand togeth-
er?'

"And they did it In the factory
where, as in every other factory, the
constitution of the United States
never crosses the threshold, there is
today an industrial constitution
which is an extension of the constitu-
tion of the United States. Workers
who dared not protest against any
indignity they were forced to endure
at the hands of foremen and fore-ladi- es

now have an arbitration board
to consider their grievances, and the
foremen and foreladies have been in-

structed they must meet the new
conditions.

"They have the right to collective
bargaining, something they have not
had in the past when they might get
and must take any cut in wages the
boss saw fit to decree and all be-

cause they did get together and they
became part of a social revolution.

"You know," she smiled again, "it
is a belief of men that only men will
stand together and fight, but I have
always naa great faitn in women.
They are harder to convince, but
once convinced they have the
an's patience and endurance
women thought that unions belo
only to men; they said to me
their fathers or brothers belongi

hing as all tie women workers are J some union, but it wasn't any
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