
wmmmimmwmmm mmmmmmmmmmNVVW s v. v. ,

success against the Tigers so far this
season has not been prominent To-

morrow night the two western repre-

sentatives leave for the east and then
will come the big scramble for the top
of the heap. -.

Counting the Box out, the west
still has an excellent chance to cop

with the Tigers. Jennings and his
gang now stand only a game back
of the Red Sox, and the team has
been playing good ball recently. Oth-

ers besides Cobb are hitting vicioifsly

and the pitching staff is in better
shape than at any time this season.

Boston, of course, has the edge in
some ways. The easterners finish
at home. And Carrigan is boss-

ing a powerful baseball combination,
strong in every department of play.
But he has held the team on top for
a long time, and a slump would not
be a surprise. Even the tiniest kind
of a slip would be fatal to the Red
Sox. For the Tigers are not slumpers.

They have played the most con-

sistent ball in the league all season.
There have been no miraculous
spurts, tapered off with dismal
slumps. Throughout the season the
team has plugged along at a speed a
trifle better than .600. Knowing that
such a team is behind them may af-

fect the nerves of the Red Sox play-
ers. The fellow making the pace al-

ways has the more difficult task.
Going through the east the Sox

will present the most formidable at-

tacking combination any South Side
team has ever had. Murphy, Ed Col-

lins, Jackson and Fournier are all fel-

lows sticking well above .300 at the
present time, and, bunched in the bat-
ting order, they should be good for
more runs than Sox pitchers ever had
to work with before.

Fournier went back to work yes-

terday and hit the ball solidly, though
not safely. He was placed in left
field. Eddie Murphy was star hitter
of the day, with eight hits out of ten
times at bat

Now look what has gone and hap-

pened to the pop-eye- d National

league. Because of double defeat3
handed Boston and the Phils by the
Dodgers and Giants, respectively, the
lines among the first three teams
have tightened and almost any
changes can occur among tbe lead-

ers on the results of one day's play.
Brooklyn trampled over the frames

of the Braves to second place, hold-

ing that berth by a margin of two
games. They are the same distance
behind the Phils, who still cling to
the top of the pile. As the teams will
jog westward this week there is no
doubt now that the one that stands
the gaff the best on the road will rep-

resent the parent major in the
world's series.

Brooklyn has been the poorest of
the trio on the road so far this sea-

son, but Robinson is leading an
combination, liable to rise

up at unexpected moments and swat
the opposition soundly and thorough-
ly. It is a team which has power if
it every comes to believe in its own
ability. The memory of the great
rally made at home six weeks ago
will help the morale of the club.

Phillies have been an average road
crew. They have not been sensations
either at home or abroad. They
merely ramble along at an even
pace, keeping a step or two ahead of
their pursuers. Every time the Mo-ra- n

crew has been pushed it has had
the strength to shove back the chal-
lengers and draw away.

Braves are conceded the strongest
road club of the trio, but much of this
opinion is based on the judgment of
last season. The Braves are being
favored because they have been
through a tough grind before and
landed on top. But they have tried
the same rush this season twice. And
each time they have been halted sud-

denly and thrown 'back. This may
take some of their confidence out of
them and bring them to a realization
that they aren't the best in the world
and never were. If Stallings' people
ever lose the idea that they can run
along over the opposition roughshod.
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