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SOME HOT POINTS FOR REPORT
ON JAILS ARE SUGGESTED

State Jail Inspector Annie Hinrich-se- n

is here. After walking around
and looking and smelling side the
police jails of Chicago she raises
these points:

Chicago police Jails are rattle-trap- s.

So many grayback lice are running
over the walls, floors and crannies of
the jails that the police department
has an official lice killer known as the
vermin destroyer.

In Maxwell street and other sta-
tions prisoners wash their hands and
faces, if they wash at all, in the same
trough that carries away sewage. In
forty other ways the jails are stink-hol- es

for those who breathe, sleep or
eat in them.

Miss Hinrichsen came up here from
Jacksonville. What she knows about
police jails she got from the police
who showed her around. The Day
.book takes tms chance to tell Miss
Hinrichsen a few points that ought
to go into her report to the governor.

When working girls in Ghicago or-
ganize a union and strike for a living
wage, the police arres't these working
girls on cliarges of picketing conspir-
acy, disorderly conduct, almost any-
thing. The girls are then jammed in-

side the walls of these jail cells, which
Miss Hinrichsen says are "worse than
anything in the dark agea'

In the Herzog strike a few weeks
ago 15 girls were kept for hours in
cells before bail arrived. When
charges were to be heard in court
the police dropped the cases.

Waitresses who picketed Henrici
and Knab restaurants were arrested,
hauled in patrol wagons and thrown
in the dark cages of the central sta-
tion, the sanitation of which is fierce-
ly condemned by Miss Hinrichsen.

One Saturday night a few weeks
ago the police rounded up 300 "sus-
pects." Chief Healey announced he
was going to drive the crooks out of
the city. There were no criminal trials
or-- convictions afterthis roundup.. I

Suspects have been -1
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1 in the filthy'police cells the last week
or two, waiting for Mrs. J. Ogden Ar-

mour to ride over in her limousine,
look at their faces and then say it
was not the man who broke into her
bedroom and stole her jewels.

Yes, Miss Hinrichsen, write it into
your report that there are thousands
of false arrests by Chicago police
yearly, and

The police station stinkholes which
you say are a curse to this city, Miss
Hinrichsen, are used very largely, not
for actual wrongdoers, but for "sus- -
pects" and working girls fighting
for the living wage.

The third degree, with all the pet
brutalities of the police and the prac-
tice of holding prisoners without
placing their names on the arrest
book, will be given the attention of
Chief Justice Olson. ,

At the regular meeting of the
judges on Sept 24 they will talk over
these doubtful practices of the police.

The habit now is of pouncing upon
a suspect and placing him in a cell
without making a record in the arrest
book, the public docket of prisoners.

Unless his friends hear by "under-
ground" methods that the man is
held prisoner he can be kept in jail
as long as they wish, for he is not al-

lowed communication with the outJ
side world.

The use of force to gain confes-
sions by police will also come before
the judges for consideration. Judge
Olson says he will lead the discus-
sion.

"I have had a number of com-
plaints from prisoners that they are
often struck and abused by police-
men, and that they are kept in cells
without a chance to communicate
with their friends or get bail. I shall-as- k

the judges to find out, each judge
in his own territory, the extent of the
practice of not booking prisoners. If
the reports show the conditions are
as bad as painted there will most cer-
tainly be a reform. We won't stand
for it"
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