
ers millions yearly, so he went after
'this fellow Clark. "His assistant,
Frank Johnston, JrIfc waa given the
job.

Louis Gettleson, indicted as a
torch, was uncovered by Hoyne aids.
He confessed the connections with
the firebug trust which Hoyne sus-

pected. Clark was implicated and in-

dicted and sent to the penitentiary.
In March, 1913. Hoyne presented

to the grand jury facts which he had
gathered from torches, firebugs and
stoolpigeons. When the report came
out 59 public fire adjusters and sus-

pected accomplices were indicted.
Ben Fink, a confesed torch who

had made seventeen "touchoffs" in
Chicago, came through with what he
knew.

Then Hoyne found Mrs. David Kor-sha- k,

wife of a torch, and 25 more
indictments were voted when she had
finished her story before the grand
jury. The indictment of the million-
aire, Joseph Fish, and the cap and
hat maker, Nathan Spira, followed
her visit to the criminal court build-
ing. Joseph Clark was named again

' in criminal connection.
Then firebugs dropped fast One

squeal after another put Abe Ratner,
torch; Max Nudelman, shoe mer-
chant who burned his place; Ben and
Felix Melnick, firebugs, in Joliet peni-

tentiary.
Within a year after the big expose

William A. Harris, Max, Paul and Ed-

ward Covitz, wealthy woolen mer-
chants who poured kerosene on their
stock, were wearing stripes. Isaac
Labow, a small merchant, got a term
in prison for burning his place.

Then fire losses began to decline.
The records of the Fire Marshall's
Ass'n of America, as prepared by
Walter H. Bennett of Illinois, show
that losses for the first half of 1915
were $1,000,00 less than the amount
i meri "" a i''ke period of last year.
Year 1914 showed $2,000,000 less
than 1913, the first year of the arson
prosecutions.

For the first time in the history of

Chicago fire losses had been reduced
instead of being on a steady increase.

The official estimate of the fire de-

partment shows that losses for the
first 8 months of 1915 are 16 per cent
less than the first 8 months of the
previous year.

The number of fires was 11 per ,

cent less; the month of August, 1915, h
showed fire losses of $78,950 ; August,
1914, $527,000, and August, 1913, far
over the half million mark. There
were 805 less fires and a decrease of
over $2,000,000 in fire losses for 1915
has already been set

The cost of fire insurance is di-

rectly traced to fire losses. When
the vigorous prosecution of the "million-

-dollar arson trust" followed a
heavy drop in losses, people began to
clamour for lower rates. Then the
cut came.

And the trust press attributed the
difference to the wonderful fire pre-

vention methods, which although a
half century old, suddenly became
effective, according to these papers,
about the time Hoyne and his assis-
tant Frank Johnston, knocked out th
arson trust

FISH NOT CONVICTED
In today's first edition of The Day

Book it was incorrectly stated that
Joseph Fish, fire insurance adjuster,
had been convicted on a charge of
arson. Mr. Fish was indicted and
twice tried, but on each occasion was
acquitted by a jury.

o o
ANNOUNCEMENT

Anton Johannsen, who has been
making a campaign among the
unions of Chicago to raise a fund for
the defense of Dave Kaplan and M. A.
Schmidt, who are on. trial for con- -
spiracy in connection with the Mc- -
Namara dynamiting case in San
Francisco, will talk to Local No. 1 of
the Ironworkers' Union at their hall
at 808 W. Van Bureri tonight

o o
The gridiron will soon take the

place of the diamond.
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