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THE PUBLIC FORpM
ON THE PUBLIC FORUM. The

Public Forum is perhaps the most in-

teresting department of a newspaper.
Here each may express his opinion,
but cannot we all be courteous to
the editor? "Why twit him with a
"dare," as R E Lanyon does in a
recent issue? No doubt the editor
pursues a certain policy of his own
and will publish suitable letters with-
out being goaded. The writer has
submitted letters to The Day Book
which were not printed, presumably
because they were unsuitable and not
because the editor didn't "dare." Let
us appreciate the good letters that
are published. H. B. K. and Amy
Weiss,, shake. "Them's my senti-
ments." Also Allen Steven, Carver,
Kendrick and many other good ones,
all of whom are admitted to The Fo
rum without appending a truculent
dare. Chas. H. Hair, M. D.

Note. Letters intended for" The
Public Forum are not published:
When they are too long; when they
scurrilously attack a person, business,
profession, nationality, religion or or-
ganized body of people; when they
are simply drivel and will do no one
or society a bit of good.

For instance, two letters have just
arrived from Dr. Hair for The Public
Forum. Both are good, but one is
too long for us to use.

R. H. Lanyon tells the reason for
his. dare in another letter in today's
Public Forum.

IS THIS AMERICANISM? Noting
the article in The Day Book on the
treatment accorded Mr. Hadrian
Baker, who, it seems, has been so
bold as to criticise certain judges, or
their methods of administration, and
in consequence is being put to some
unusual tests to determine his san-
ity by supposedly expert alienists, I
am moved to voice my protest
against the inquisitorial methods in-
flicted upon this man, and to ask the
people of Chicago, through the!

columns of The Day Book, if any-
thing more is needed to convince
them that history is being repeated
and that a "Inquisi-
tion" is in active operation on Amer-
ican soil, and that one of its branches
has become a fixture in the city of
Chicago?

Since when, may I ask, has the idea
been accepted, that our judges are to
be considered above criticism? Are
they not elected to office by the votes
of the people? Do they not then be-

come the servants of the people and
subject to the same criticism or con-

demnation that is bestowed upon oth-

er public servants, as the mayor or
members of the city council? Is it a
case of 'lese majesty"? Are we to
recognize judges as our "kings (or
rulers) who can do no wrong"? If
not, why do not these judges proceed
against this man Baker according to
the legal methods?
Why do they resort to methods of
torture that has no place in 20th
century civilization?

If this case is passed unnoticed and
unchallenged by the people of Chi-

cago, this method of dealing with any
and all persons who criticize public
officials "will soon become an estab-
lished custom, and no person may
consider himself or herself safe from
the clutches of the inquisitor.

What can be done to one man or
woman can quite as easily be done
to another. Every day people are ar-

rested on the streets of Chicago for
no misdemeanor whatsoever, with-
out proper legal sanction of proce-
dure. The illegal arrest has become
the rule rather than the exception,
and the judges cannot, in the very
nature of things, be ignorant of these
facts and any judge who counte-
nances sucli things violates his oath
of office and deserves severest con-

demnation.
It is certainly not to the credit of

these judges that the treatment ac-
corded this man Baker looks like an
attempt to silence by unusual and

methods the criticism


