
LEHANE COMPARES LABOR" SITUATION IN
CHICAGO WITH THAT IN IRELAND

"A condition of open anarchy, if
you wpuld call it such, reigns in Ire-
land today. Fifty battalions of 500
men each are iiT"control. They are
the Irish Citizen army and every man
is armed and is sworn to do all in his
power to obtain independence for his
country. Each battalion has a ma-
chine gun, parade grounds, rifle rang-
es and armories. They are officered
by qualified men who have served in
the British army and who retired to
the life of a tradesman or a mechanic
until their country found she needed
them.

"But this is an army of union men.
Each 'soldier' has a union card in his
pocket They will fight for their
class, the labor class. If one of the
memDers of this 'army' joins tne
British army he is expelled from his
union as a traitor. His former friends
call him a scab. And there are less
than 10,000 Irishmen fighting in the
trenches in Europe today."

That is the line of news Cornelius
Lehane, one of the organizers of the
Irish Labor party and the Citizen
Arnly, told the delegates of the Chi-
cago Federation of Labor Sunday.

"Conditions here are rapidly ap-
proaching those we had in Dublin in
the year 1913," he said. "I have
Iieard how the representatives of or-
ganized labor were barred from hear-
ing the men they elected debate ques-

tions of importance to the city. In
Dublin we were prohibited from
holding street meetings by a procla-
mation of the king. We didn't pass
resolutions. We met Three people
were killed and 300 put in the hos-
pital.

"The next day we posted a procla-
mation. It called for 200-pou- fight-
ers to lick the police force. 4,70ft
.men responded and were armed. The
next time we held a meeting the po-

lice kept indoors. The movement
spread. Now the armed army of or-
ganized labor is in control

"Now when he hold public parades
or demonstrations this army is called
out. They keep order. Labor is
being policed by its own men.
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"Do the people of this country
know that recruiting is at a stand-
still in Ireland? Do you know that
the Railway Servants' union, which v
has a membership of over 1,000,000
men, has notified the king, the parlia-
ment and the house of lords that this
same condition of affairs will reign in
England if an attempt to conscript or
draft men is made.

"The labor leaders are fully pre-

pared to take over the reins of the
government The money bags in
England tremble. This is their.war,
not ours, and for the first time in his-
tory have they failed to hoodwink us
into believing that it is.

"In another five years the govern-
ments of Europe would have been
controlled by the labor parties. Then
war would have been an impossibil-
ity. This fact, and no other, is the
cause of the war.

"But let us get back to Chicago. In
your council here you have two So-

cialist aldermen. L hail them. Look
you at their records and find fault if
you can. They represent you, not
the capitalistic controllers of the Re-

publican and Democratic parties
which have been hoodwinking you
for so many years.

"When we found our representa-
tives did not represent us we sent our
own. Each trade unionist in Ireland
has a Socialist card in his pocket and
each Socialist has a union card. We
stand together. Look what we have
done and do likewise. For you can
do it"
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New York. Visions of reward,

congratulations and commendation
floated before Patrolman Walker
when, after an hour's chase, he suc-
ceeded in capturing a prize Airedale
terrier. But it was wrong dogi


