
that it jgoes to the 'poor' bondholders
and not to the attorneys for the
'poor' bondholders.

"When I see the ablest attorneys in
Chicago in this room I wonder if
there will be any of this money left
for the bondholders.
will get the money if the city doesn't
watch out. The bonds are now sell-
ing at 19 cents on the dollar. A pa-
per recently said that if
was made they would be worth more
than par. We should also watch out
for speculators getting their fingers
in this pie.

"This committee should look care-
fully into the proposition of operating
this plant before it is junked."

Chairman Sitts asked Mrs. Char-
lotte Rhodus, president of the Wom-

an's Party of Cook County, if she
cared to make a statement

"I have already expressed my views
on this question, but would like to
say something about Mr. Miller's re-
port,"" said Mrs. Rhodus, "I repre-
sent our organization when I say
that if Mr. Miller had been employed
by the Chicago Telephone Co. to
draw up this report he could not have
served their purpose better. We are
in favor of operating the plant and
we are pledged to get new subscrib-
ers for the city if you will only de-

cide to operate it"
Morton L. Johnson said a good

many things none of the papers dared
to print He asked the aldermen to
operate the Automatic plant He
pointed out how this could be done
at a profit instead of a loss. He
pointed out important features favor-
ing this which Miller ignored in his
report

"Before commenting upon this re-
port I would like to say a word re-
garding the author of it," he began.
"I would suggest to the aldermen that
hereafter when they ask a consult-
ing engineer for a report that they
compel him to make an affidavit of
his business connections and those
of his partners. Perhaps you know,
And perhaps you do not know, that
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Mr. Miller's partner was president of
the Ohio State Telephone Ca, which,
was organized for the express pur-
pose of selling to the Bell company.

"Mr. "Miller's report ignored many
possibilities. He didn't report on the
revenue of the operation of private

j switchboards. He ignored the pos
sibilities of the city operating the
phone in connection with the police
and fire alarm system. He failed to (p
call your attention how the city
could very profitably sell am attach-
ment to the sprinkler system which
will increase your revenue and pro-
mote the efficiency of your fire de-

partment He failed to tell how the
private exchanges could be grouped
and better service given. He failed
to tell how 90 per cent of the long
distance calls are within a short dis-
tance of the city and that this com- -'

pany has never tried to obtain any of
this traffic. The only point in the
report on which I agree to is the pur-
chase price he says the Bell Co.
should pay.

"He fails to tell you how this plant
may be operated, or how the Bell sys-
tem- has been put out of business in
every city the Automatic has en-
tered.

"It is time to break the grip of the
phone company. This is the enter-
ing wedge against its monopoly. Op-

erate this plant and you will so cry-
stallize the public sentiment in this
country that owner-
ship of the phone companies will no
longer be a dream. There can be no
neutrality on this question. I'm not
neutfal, I'm on the side of the peo-
ple. Let's get a real report on this
thing."

"If you let the Bell Co. pay
for this plant they will make (ft

you pay them back in increased
rates," warned Judge Foster. "If you'
let them have this franchise you let
them have a perpetual monopoly in
Chicago. You are the trustees. You
represent the people. Why would you
let them get this franchise if they are
going to boostyour rates. No, I canV


