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out any sense to them. If the people
of Chicago don't want saloons, let
them vote 'eri out by the local option
law. The dry forces by using the
methods they did to close the saloons
one day a week will not gain any
friends Abe Holzman.

LOVES THE DEVIL When I was
a child I was taught to shun the devil,
but the more I mix up with his maj-
esty the better I like him. The for-
bidden fruit is my favorite fruit and
I eat an apple nearly every day. If
the devi.l is in the apple he certainly
offsets all the grease I take into my
system.

I used to hate serpents, but I have
learned to love them as God's crea-
tures placed here on ear In the nat-
ural process of things. If the devil
is lodged in snakes he never hurt me.
While in college studying geology I
went about in the fields gathering up
live garden snakes, which I put into
my pockets. I twined these live crea-
tures around my neck, wrists and
legs, but if the devil was there he did
not hurt me. Only one of these poor
creatures bit me, and that was on
the thumb, after I had cornered him
and teased him until he defended
himself. But the devil didn't hurt me.

I have not killed any of these
snakes we have around here for
years, although I have run across
lots of them trying to make their get-
away. Once again the devil has not
hurt me. These small serpents live
on insects, so they are some good irH
the world. Maybe they swat more
flies, mosquitoes and bugs than we
do. The rattlesnake is "most poison-
ous, but he is on the square. He
fights only in se and he
gives warning that he will strike. Do
all our civilized nations do this
much?

I eat a ham sandwich almost every
day, but the devil has never come
out of the pork and injured me. Even
the Jews began to eat pork to some
extent after Christ cast the devil into '

the swine. They found that the devil .

gives the meat an especially sweet
flavor. I dread skunks, porcupines
and rats more than I do snakes or
swine.

The cause and origin of all sin is
woman, we are told. Then she is a
synonym for devij. I have dealt with,
all kinds of women, rich and poor,
educated and ignorant, but the devil
has not yet come out of one of them
and injured me. Now, does anybody
blame me for loving the devil, who
has never come out of the Old or
New Testament and injured me? On
the other hand, I 'have hunted the
bible through for the devil where I
was told to look, but if he was there
he blessed me instead of injuring me.

If a big tyrant should appear on
this earth to kill all the women be-

fore he got to the last one I would
say: "Let me go first, for I will not
be found on earth without a woman
'on it Yes, if they are devils I love
them, God bless 'em. Allen Steven.

MAKING PAUPERS Mr. Sollerls
worrying lest the single tax shall
make paupers of Industrious farmers
by putting too much land into use.

p Clear perception would transfer his
worry to another aspect of condi-
tions. It would disclose the undoubt-
ed fact that the present system of
landholding and taxation is making
paupers very fast of the vast ma-
jority of working farmers, to say
nothing of the workers in other oc-

cupations.
It is true that the problem is one of

distribution. It is also true that land
values (economic rent) act as the
distributor of wealth, and that the
constant and abnormal Increase of
these values is increasing poverty
faster than the most strenuous in-

dustry can compete with it It is also
true that this abnormal increase of
rent is caused by land speculation
that gives to land-owne- rs unearned
wealth and takes from land-use- rs the
larger portion of the wealth they cre
ate, returning no equivalent It is
also true that high-pric- land makes
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