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PASSENGERS ON ILL-FATE- D ITALIAN LINER
TELL OF HORRIBLE EXPERIENCES AT SEA

Malta, Nov. 11. Scenes of wild
panic preceded sinking of Italian
liner Ancona. Men fought over blood-spatter-

decks for places in life-

boats. Shrieking, terror-stricke- n

women leaped into the sea, some with
children in their arms. Passengers
badly wounded by submarine's shrap-
nel and unable to move went down
with the steamer as she disappeared
beneath the waves.

These were the stories of passen-
gers and members of the crew
brought here today. Practically all
the 45 survivors landed at Malta
were Italians. They accused Aus-

trian submarine crew of inhuman
action and declared they fired delib-
erately on women and children in the
lifeboats.

Other passengers, however, ad-

mitted that possibly submarine crew
did not mean to shell lifeboats, but
fired for nurpose of frightening pas-
sengers and shrapnel from some of
the shells, they said, fell in or near
the boats.

"We left Messina at 5 o'clock Sun-

day evening," said one of the Italian
survivors. "At Messina we picked up
130 third-cla- ss passengers, principal-
ly Greeks and Italians bound for New
York. Majority of them were women
and children, with some babies.

"At about 1 o'clock Monday after-
noon we sighted the submarine com-

ing up astern.
"Our captain ordered full speed

ahead. In a minute the submarine
fired. The shot went wild, but it
caused the greatest panic among the
passengers. Women and children ran
about screaming and crying. Others
dropped to their knees in prayer.

"The next shot struck us aft,
where a number of passengers and
several of the crew were watching
the chase. Several men were killed
outright, I understand. The others
ran forward, blood streaming from
their wounds.

"One shot wrecked the charthouse,
blowing fragments over the deck.
When the next shells struck us the
engihes stopped.

"In a few minutes she was along-
side us the biggest thing of her
kind I ever saw. Her commander
megaphoned a curt order to our cap-
tain to get off his passengers and
crew. Then the submarine withdrew
a short distance with her gun trained
on us.

"Instantly there was a rush for the
boats. Women and children went
over in the first ones, but men were
fighting their way toward others,
cursing and screaming. The din was
awful. Above it all you could hear
the yells of wounded men, scattered
about the decks. They were scream-
ing for some one to help them into
the boats.

"The first boats struck the water
right But the fourth one, I think
it was, capsized. Then something
seemed to go wrong and boats began
sliding down the side, striking almost
on edge. Most of them righted them-
selves, but others capsized. The crew
kept yelling that some of the passen-
gers were interfering with the low-
ering.

"Then women started jumping.
Men threw ljoxes into water ahead of
them and tried to swim to them.

"The submarine began circling
around us, shelling the Ancona and
the boats. One boat seemed to be
struck squarely by a charge of shrap-
nel. Women and children were
shrieking from the boats; others
were screaming for help from the
water.

"I didn't see the torpedo shot. All
I heard was a big explosion.

"A moment before I saw the An-
cona clearly. The noise of the ex-

plosion stunned me. When I looked
again she was gone. Our boat drift-
ed for several hours before it was
picked up,".


