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wage law went into effect, depart-
ment stores felt the increase in pros-

perity. The secret is this:
"An employe who earns less than

$8 a week spends the money for the
bare necessities of lifegoods on
which there is a very small margin of
profit.

"When this worker is paid more
than $8 a week she begins to spend
money on the little luxuries things
which bring department stores their
greatest margins of profit

"The increase of payroll when a
minimum wage is placed into opera-
tion hits every business alike. The
result is that the wage increase is au-
tomatically tacked on to the selling
price.

"An increase in selling price puts
it up to the consumer, so that, in the
end, it is the buyer who pays the in-

creased salaries.
"I can't say that Chicago depart-

ment stores should adopt any such
scale, because I don t know condi-
tions on State street But I am able
to tell you that the minimum wage in
Massachusetts has benefited the de-

partment stores interests.
"Then, too, the good moral effect

of an increase in wages of the work-
ing class should not be overlooked."

The Filene store in Boston is of
the same class as the Wanamakers in
Philadelphia and Marshall Field & Co.
in Chicago. Their advertising is not
of the style
and they are decent enough to venti-
late their stores with fresh air for the
shoppers, which can't be said of all
the State street stores today.
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WHAT SOME ALDERMEN THINK

OF ETTELSON DECISION
Corporation Counsel Ettelson has

divorced himself from the Automat-
ic Telephone Co. He has appointed
Att'y Walter Fisher, the mayor's at-
torney, as special corporation coun-
sel for the city In the matter.
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Ettelson this morning showed a
group of reporters just how clever
he is. He pointed out that he had
said nothing of the forfeiture of the
Automatic Fire Protection Co. He
had opined that the city had the
power to forfeit the franchise.

He said that the caseB were in no
wise similar the fire alarm company
had not tried to comply with its fran-
chise and the Automatic company
had.

In the matter of the Automatic
Phone Co. he stated that a "forfeit-
ure would be invalid, inequitable and
confiscatory." But then he was not
corporation counsel he was repre-
senting the phone company.

Here's the comment of some alder-
men on the subject:

Merriam: "Ettleson's opinion does
not help the case of the Automatic
company any. The city has a strong-
er argument against the Automatic
than against the fire alarm com-
pany."

Block: "Contracts between public
utility corporations and the city
should be carried out just as if they
were made between individuals the
opinions of the corporation counsel
notwithstanding. Let us confiscate
and then let the courts decide wheth-
er or not we have the right This
stretching of the law for convenience
encourages disrespect for the law."

Buck: "His opinions seem to fluc-
tuate with the amount involved. He
evidently believes that what is sauce
for the gose is not necessarily sauce
for the gander."

Rodriguez: "It was easy to render
a reverse opinion because his other
opinion was so weak. The opinion
for forfeiture is even stronger than
his brief against it It is thoroughly
within the city's rights to forfeit"

Bergen: "Forfeiture should only be
made as a last resort"

Study Club of Political Economy
and Socialism holds discussion every
Thursday night, 8 o'clock sharp at
Hull house. Admission free.
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