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Is bothering the working class.
John Huisman, 232 W. 108th PI.

SOCIALISM IS FOR DEFENSE
The international Socialist program
demands the abolition of the stand-
ing army and the introduction of
universial national defense or train
ing duty. From this we learn that
the Socialist is not against prepared-
ness for the defense of his country.
Consequently, if the Socialist party
demands all able-bodi- men to learn
the use of arms there must arms,
ammunitions, cannon, fortifications,
men-of-wa- r, etc.

Standing armies are very expen-
sive and swallow up a great amount
of the country's wealth. It is on this
account, principally, that Socialist
representatives are instructed by
their parties to vote against the war
estimates. If there were no stand-
ing armies the Socialists would not
refuse reasonable expenses for arm-
aments to be used in defense against
outside enemies of the country. By
voting against the war estimates, 'in-
cluding the expenses for a standing
army, the Socialists have the oppor
tunity of weakening the position of
the capitalist class. There is a chance
that she will partly submit to the So-
cialist demand and diminish the
army gradually, putting in its place
defense duty to a certain extent

The middle class, comprised for a
large part of Democrats and more
advanced radicals, will be found quite
strongly in favor of the Socialist de-

mand, but hates to abandon the en-
tire standing army, as she wants to
retain a part for police duty. How-
ever, if the Socialists should make
a majority together with the Demo-
crats of different shades, a compro-
mise would be possible. Real re-
forms can commence when a parlia-
ment is in such a stage.

The Socialist is convinced that re-
forms of such radical importance
cannot be made at once, but grad-
ually. And, therefore, he is wiHine
.to make an agreement with the
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T Democratic groups to steadily dimin
ish tne standing army. Such a com-
promise once made involves the ob-

ligation of the Socialists to vote for
the war estimate, which must show
decreased expenses for the mainte-
nance of the army. About such a
compromise existed in France nine
or ten years ago, when, the Socialists
were in the majority with the rad-
icals and voted for the war estimate.
This has created a storm of indigna-
tion among the Socialists in France
and elsewhere but later it was ad-
mitted that the French deputies had
voted intelligently and justly. Europe
has entered a new area.

Nearly all countries have encoun-
tered a steady and strong rise of So-
cialist votes, and consequently the
number of representatives is grow-
ing. While having before it such a
brilliant future, Socialism was sud-
denly confronted by the war. Max
Man.

QUESTION OF $$. Let us imag-
ine a dollar to iave been invested
from the time it is claimed that
Christ was born, and this at the nom-
inal bank rate of i per cent every
six months. Compounded at this
rate it will have reached the appall
ing amount of five septulum, 820 n,

252 quintlllion, plus a few
quadrillion to spare. A spetillion is
expressed byt at the lowest, twenty-fiv- e

digits. So stupendous is the
quantity expressed by such figures
that a person who makes a habit of
dealing in assumptions that, like
these, practically border on infinity,
is simply wasting time. Still, such,
observations more or less clearly ex-

emplify how early wealth, once es-

tablished on this principle of cumu-
lative profits tends to enormously
enrich a few at the expense of the
many.

The value of time as .measured in
dollars is higher today than ever and
getting higher. It seems that a dol-
lar to keep at par must be reproduc-
ing itself geometrically. And. it
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