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ELLEN STARR WRITES TO JEW WHO SEEMS TO
HAVE FORGOTTEN HIS PEOPLE

Ellen Gates Starr, who has heen
Jane Addams' partner in the building
of Hull house into" the world's best
known social settlement, is an Amer-
ican. Her forefathers came to Amer-
ica in the Mayflower and landed at
Plymouth Rock. If Mis$ Starr had
time for it she would be active in the
politics of the Colonial Dames. She's
"blue-bloode- for fair. One of her
forefathers, Comfort Starr, sat as
trustee on the board that founded
Harvard college. Her er

fought in the American Revo-
lutionary war.

Now Miss Starr writes an open let-
ter to Jacob Abt. This Abt person
came over from Russia in steerage
with only the clothes on his back for
property. Now Abt has made much
money and is the president of the,'
Wholesale Clothing Manufacturers'
ass'n.

Miss Starr writes to say it gave her
a pang of surprise to find that the
same Jake Abt who used to come
around Hull house some years ago
and talk about humanity's search for
freedom is the same Jake Abt who is
now head of the garment bosses' or-
ganization for crushing the strike of
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers.

"As I know from the experience of
others that you would refuse to see
me or talk with me 'until the strike is
over,' if at all, there is nothing left
me but to address you publicly," is
Miss Starr's opening apology. Then
she writes:

"God (if I may mention God, whose
name sounds strange in this connec-
tion) seems to have determined hat
my labors should be associated al-
most wholly with the Jews. A lad
of the strikers called Abe said to me
one day, 'You are Jewish, aren't you,
Miss Starr?' 'What makes you think
so, Abe?' 'Because you are always
fighting for the Jews.' 'Against them,
too, Abe,' I would naturally have an-
swered but X only replied, 'That jg

because they are people, Abe, not be-

cause they are Jews. I would help
any other people fighting for freedom
and human rights just the same,
whatever they were.'

"I hold you, Mr. Abt, more account-
able than many others for the need-
less horrors that are taking place.
There are some of the past genera-
tion who, like old Mr. Pullman, hon-
estly do not understand and are un-
able to grasp modern scientific meth-
ods of meeting social and industrial
developments and crises; whose only
ideas of dealing with 'inferiors' are
patriarchal ideas.

"This I cannot believe of you, ed-

ucated as you have been, having
lived as you once chose to live in a
social settlement, and acquainted, as
you must in some measure be, with
the workings of modern methods of

of arbitration, and
of collective bargaining.

"You know, and cannot deny, that
such methods have worked perfectly
satisfactorily and without loss to em-
ployers not only in other cities, but
in Chicago. It must be from that
terrible temptation of middle age,
greed of power (which Dante figures
under the form of a lion, as he pic-
tures under the form of a leopard,
pleasure, the temptation of youth,
and of a wolf avarice, that of old age;
beware the wolf!), that deters you
from bending your pride to consent
to that modern and just form of set
tlement, fair arbitration, which is no
new and untried thing.

"It often seems to be assumed that
because a man is poor and defense-- i
less and has been assaulted, he is
therefore wrong.

"Prom time to time we liberty lov-i- ng

Americans, those who are left of
us, hear with horror and shock of

of the Jews.' Need we
go to Russia or Roumania? Need
we turn to Turks or 'barbarians' foe
Jhejikel ot the. Jews
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