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MIKE'S JOB

By George Munson
(Copyright by W.-- Chapman.)
At 6 o'clock Mike Donahue's alarm

clock went off with a bang and Mike
arose, dressed, and had his coffee
and took the lunch which Nora put
up for him to the mill. He entered
as the whistle blew and worked there,
except for the lunch hour, until the
whistle dismissed him at 6.

That was Mike's life, with the ex-

ception of Sunday, when he got up to
help his wife with the washing of
dishes, and then went back to bed
again. He lay in bed all day, reading
the Sunday paper. He finished it by
night, had supper, and went to sleep
till Monday.

In appearance he was a clean old
man of 60. He had once had those
ambitions which are supposed to be
the birthright of every American, but
he had lost those when Mlery died.

Ellery had been the founder of the
mill. It was Mike Donahue, who, in
those early days, soon after the civil
war, came from Belfast with the new

process, not then in use
in the United States, and interested
Ellery. He could have had a partner-
ship, but he was too simple and ig-

norant to understand that, and El-
lery was not above turning the ad-
vantage when the opportunity was
so patent Mike had come to him
and said: "

"Mr. Ellery, I don't know how
much this process is worth to you,
but if it's worth what it ought to be
I'd look for a job in the mill for the
rest of my days."

Mike had just married Nora Brady
and the thought of unemployment
haunted him. Besides, there was a
baby coming. If he could secure a
life position well, what more could
any man hope for?

He could save a dollar a week even
at the start, and Ellery would cer-
tainly advance him. And this was
done. Mike became foreman at $25
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a week, and he and Nora and little
Kathleeen lived quite comfortably.

Times changed. The mill pros-
pered. Ellery became a very rich
man indeed. The sight of Mike and
the knowledge of the unfair advan-
tage he had taken haunted old

His only son, who would in-

herit the mill, was a worthless scamp.
The thought thatit should have been
half Mike's, that his own son had
gone to college on what he had
squeezed out of the old man, was
gall to him. He offered Mike $5,000
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Fill II -

Confronted Jim Ellery With a Pistol.

the utmost that his avarice would
permit if he would leave.

Mike Donahue proved amazingly
obdurate. He liked the work, he
loved the old mill, he would not know
what to do with himself if he left
He refused the offer and then El-

lery died.
Jim Ellery's first act was to dis-

charge the old employe. When Mike
furious, confronted him with the
agreement, he took him back as a
hand. Mike worked on at $12 weekly,


