
impossible to determine the relative
importance of the high death rate
among' babies of working mothers.
It does not know how many moth-
ers there are at work in industry.

This important facHs brought out
in the third annual report of Miss
Lathrop's bureau made public today.
The children's bureau is conducting
a detailed inquiry into the social and
economic causes of babies' deaths.
The present report shows that the
two items of the inquiry completed
during the past year reveal an aver-
age infant death rate of 134 out of
every 1,000 babies in a steelmaking
and coal mining town, as against a
rate of 84 out of every 1,000 in a
dential suburb. An even greater GCn- -

"S gested section and the choicest resi
dential section in each of these two
communities. In other words, babies
of the poor die, while babies of the
rich live.

The report puts it this way: "The
more favorable the civic and family
surroundings and the better the gen-

eral conditons of life the more clear-
ly are they reflected in a lessened in-

fant mortality."
But the report cannot get at the

real basic facts about the relation be-
tween the general infant mortality
rate and industrial employment of
women until the facts about the
number and proportion of mothers
at work contained in the unpublished
census returns are made available by
tabulation.

"This tabulation is especially im-
portant to the studies of the chil-
dren's bureau," says the report.
'Among the subjects of study which
the law directs the bureau to under-
take are infant mortality, the birth
rate, orphanage and desertion, all re-
quiring information as to family
structure. For 1890, J900 and 1910
this information was secured (by the
census bureau), but the material has
not been tabulated because there has
been thus far no public demand for

it such as secures, for example, the
comprehensive information regard-
ing manufactures furnished by the
bureau of the census every five
years."

In other words, because business
men demand information about
manufactures the census office pub-

lished such statistics; but because
the workers of the country have not
demanded the publication of statis-
tics relating to infant mortality, un-
employment, the marital condition of
persons engaged in industry and
statistics, the bureau of the census
has not published them.

In the volume on "Occupation Sta-
tistics," made public in June, 1914.
Director Wm. J. Harris of the census
bureau, says: " it was de-

cided that, since the thirteenth cen-
sus period had elapsed and since reg-
ular annual reports and other work
of the intercensal period were being
greatly delayed by the empoyment
of the census clerks upon the thir-
teenth census work, it was best to
abandon the second machine count
of the occupation cards and to limit
the scope of' the occupation report to
the tables which could be construct-
ed from the results of the first count
of the cards."

This limitation of the scope of the
report, he explains, "has made nec-
essary the emission of contemplated
statistics on the following subjects:
Unemployment, marital condition of
persons engaged in gainful occupa-
tions, countries of birth of foreign-bor- n

gainful workers, age distribu-
tion of gainful workers by five or ten-ye- ar

periods, and class of worker
that is, whether the worker was an
employer, an employe or was work-
ing on his own account. Statistics
on each of these subjects will be pre-
sented in a special report on occupa-
tions to be published later."

But this special report has never
been published, and these statistics
are now five years old and are daily
growing less valuable as time passes.
The census bureau says it is "begin-- ,.


