
IT WAS QUIET DAY FOR RECORDER CONNERY
AND THE TORRENS SYSTEM

George C. Sikes, writer of special-extr- a

reform and decency articles for
the Daily News, stepped into Judge
Honore's courtroom a little while to-

day and then went away. It wasn't a
red letter day for the reformers in
that courtroom.

Predictions failed that the hide of
Joseph Connery, county recorder,
would be nailed to a wall as Exhibit
X. What happened was:

Special committee of four appoint-
ed by circuit judges to search Con-nery- 's

office reported all clerks, ex-

aminers and experts on the record-
er's payroll are doing regular and ef-

ficient work. The recorder is build-

ing up an abstract plan which seems
to be a good money's worth oftax
money spent on it. Maybe the re-
corder is correct in not using loose-le- af

volumes for some records. And
maybe he isn't He seems to know
what he is doing and will get the
loose-le- af question straightened out
Thatwas the nutshell of the report
signed by J. P. Hecht, Cook County
Real Estate board; "Willys M. Baird,
Chicago Real Estate board; Louis G.
Hart, Chicago Bar ass'n, and Wm. H.
Maclean of Cook county commis-
sioners.

Judges. Honore, Matchett. and
Brothers, subcommittee appointed
to make recommendations to circuit
judges as a whole, heard the com-

mittee report. Harris S. Keeler, di-

rector of Bureau of Public Efficien-
cy, and Victor Elting, trustee, spoke.
About all they have against tan-
nery's methods now is that he does
not use loose-le- af volumes for cer-

tain records. Wm. Amberg of the
Cameron-Amber- g Co., spoke as an
expert on office devices and said
loose-le- af is handier and quicker of
operation.

"Why has use of the Torrens sys-
tem not increased more rapidly?"
Judge Matchett asked the recorder.

"Its use has not been compulsory,"

said Connery. "Though the law pro-

vides that all estates in probate court
may be entered under Torrens regis-
tration, it has been assumed this
law may not be constitutional. For-
mer Judge Edward O. Brown and
Att'y Chas. Farson have been en-

gaged by the county board to enter
test suit and endeavor to obtain the
supreme court decisions which will
make the Torrens registration com-
pulsory.

"Voluntary use of the Torrens sys-
tem is increasing. There were 38
per cent more registrations under it
this month than in any previous De-

cember in its history."
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SCHOOL TEACHERS TO GET
WAGE INCREASE TODAY

When the school board told the
teachers a few years ago that they
couldn't afford to give them a salary
increase the teachers went out and
got some more money.

Out of the treasury of the Chicago
Teachers' Federation came money to
pay attorneys' fees to prosecute big
corporations who had not been pay-
ing their taxes. This fight brought
more than $600,000 into the treasury
of the county which never had ap-

peared there before.
Today the school board will act on

the increase in the teachers' pay. At
a meeting in the office of Pres. Loeb
of the board yesterday a resolution
was adopted to "keep the moral ob-

ligation of the former board and to
prevent the welfare of the system
from being impaired." The resolu-
tion gives the teachers an increase
of $120 a year and puts a limit on
the salaries they shall be paid "until
further notice."
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New York. Mrs. Ida von Ciaus-se- n,

released on parole from Middle-to- wn

State Hospital for Insane Frf-da- y,

married to Dr. Francis Donna.
Philadelphia.


