
CHIEF HEALEY SAYS FENDERS DON'T
FIVE HAD PASSED TESTS

At last Chief Healey has bowed to
the edict of the council and obeyed
its order which directed him to tell
the fender companies whether or not
they had passed efficiency test held
under the supervision of the clerical,
mechanical and inspection bureau of
his department.

Five fenders were approved when
they passed the tests. But yesterday
the chie'f, in a letter to the council,

fp told the aldermen he had sent a let
ter to uie lenuei cuuipames oozing
that he failed to approve the fenders
as efficient.

The city code says that fenders on
auto cars or trucks which carry bag-
gage or bundles shall "be of such de-

sign as shall meet the requirements
for uniform tests to be made under
the direction of the clerical, mechan-
ical and inspection bureau of the de-

partment of police and shall be ap-

proved as efficient by the general su-

perintendent of police."
So here is what Chief Healey wrote

to the fender companies after chal-
king with Corporation Counsel Ettel-so- n.

He quotes the law and starts
out: "The report of this bureau as
to tests made under its direction with
respect to your fender is on file at
this office and you have a copy of the
same.

"The corporation counsel advises
me that the ordinance, if valid, does
not impose on me the duty of decid-
ing whether the design-o- f your fender
meets the requirements for uniform
tests provided for in the ordinance
and therefore I express no opinion
withTespect to such a design.

"But the corporation counsel ad-

vises me further that the ordinance,
assuming it to be valid, seems to im-

pose upon me the duty of approving
or disapproving the fenders as to eff-

iciency; anjd, therefore I beg to advise
you that I am unable to approve your
ordinance fender as efficient, C. C
Healey."
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A short time ago some reporters
were admiring the wording of the
chief's correspondence. They asked
him if he wrote his own letters or if
Corporation Counsel Ettelson did it
for him. He answered that the cor-
poration counsel's assistance was
often asked and received. Wanting
to be absolutely sure, the reporters a
few minutes later repeated the ques-
tion.

"No, of course, he doesn't," an-
swered the chief.

Big owners of auto trucks have
fought the fender ordinance since its
inception. Delegations from State
street and other places have called on
the chief to protest against it. They
were most kindly received. The or-

dinance, passed and upon the statutes
of the city, has never been enforced,
the corporation counsel taking upon
himself the responsibility judges
often do in declaring the law illegal.
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ORDER CORPORATION COUNSEL!

STOP FIGHTING FENDERS
Tired and weary "after the fight

over the subway ordinance and eager
to be away to the Wilson meeting,
the city council overlooked some-
thing last night. It was an ordinance
which passed calling off Corporation
Counsel Ettelson from defending
Chief Healey in the circuit court
when a citizen is trying to get a writ
of mandamus against the chief to
compel him to enforce the fender;
ordinance. The order is a slap at
the administration, which is trying
to avoid enforcing the fender law.

Ettelson's office drew the law
Later this same office declared it il-

legal. Then, when the. petition for
a writ was filed, two ass't corpora-
tion counsels were sent into court to
fight the law passed by the council, a
pretty mixup, according to aldermen.

It now remains to be seen whether;
or not Sam Ettelson pays any atteu-- i
tion to it r j


