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STATE OFFICIAL SAYS STRAW
BOSSES EXPLOIT HELP

The worst group of small ex-

ploiters in Chicago are the straw
bosses who "shake down" foreigners
who work under them, according to
Eichard Knight, the state inspector
of employment agencies7SKnight al-

so says that these are the hardest
kind of crooks to catch and convict

Every day foreigners come into his
office on the third floor of the Trans-
portation building and tell him how
they have been compelled to give the
boss a certain percentage of their pay
each month. Most of the men have
been discharged because they rebell-
ed against the shakedown. It is then
that they start to look around to see
where they can right the wrong they
feel has been done them. So when
Knight gets the complaint it is usu-
ally too late to make a satisfactory
investigation.

Some men make affidavits; oth-

ers make complaints. All are investi-
gated by deputies who go out and
check up. If sufficient evidence is
found the straw boss or superintend-
ent is arrested, brought into court
and fined for running an employment
agency without a license.

But convictions are few and far
between. This is because one man's
word is as good as another's in court
and Inspector Knight knows the fu-
tility of bringing in men without
more than one witness.

There are many different methods
of shakedown. Some of the straw
bosses, if they don't dare to collect
straight from the other fellow, get
up a raffle for a "sick friend." Still
others sell goods on a fat commis-
sion.

Inspector Knight says there in only
one way in which his office can suc-
cessfully cope with this evil and that
is to put his deputies to work. But
the law doesn't allow him to do this.
And if he did this now the courts
wouldn't uphold him because, he
says, they dislike to see anybody
"jobbed,"
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Jde Manion, straw boss who works

for the "Soo" Lane railroad, was
named Wednesday in an affidavit
made by Stanley Brasda, 5036 S. Lin-
coln. Brasda says that Manion fired
him because he had refused to come
across and that he had been asked
for $10.

Joe Morgus, 1720 S. Ashland av.,
says he gave Joe Herides, Northwest-
ern railroad straw boss, $15 for a
job. It didn't pan out as Heridas said
it would, so Morgus says he asked
for his money. Herides, he says, re-
fused. Morgus complained to the
Northwestern railroad and Herides
was fired.

RACEN GETS PAY BOOST FOR
SCRUBWOMEN AND JANITORS
Social service workers, pulling

down fat salaries for making investi-
gations of the poor and who accom-
plish nothing, were condemned by
County Commissioner Frank Ragen
yesterday when he appeared before
the county board budget committee
to ask for a raise for the janitors and
scrubwomen.

Ragen got what he went after. Af-
ter dilating on the worthlessness of
many county employes, the commit-
tee voted to give both the janitors
and scrubwomen increases of $2.50 a
month. This will make the total pay
of the janitors $72.50 and the scrub-
women $57,50.
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HOYNE GIVES NEW DETAILS OF

ALLEGED FRAME-U- P

Further details of the plot to bring
gangs of vicious crooks to Chicago
in order to discredit the clean-u- p at-

tempted by State's Att'y Hoyne and
Nicholas Hunt of the detective bu-
reau were given out by the former.

Hunt, Hoyne says, while still a
private detective "gathered evidence
to show that eighty of the worst
crooks of eastern cities had been
brought here by "sore" politicians to
prey on the city.
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