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life will be worth living for a while.
Do you get me, "Just a Girl"? Pos-
sibly you do. John F. Kendick.

INADEQUATE CHARITY. The
United Charities of Chicago has an
income of less than $400,000 a year
from all sources. It cannot give, the
thousands of deserted mothers and
children pecuniary relief that would
be more than a pittance. To live a
decent life the mother of three chil-
dren in Chicago will require at least
$40 a month income. Anything less
is poverty and the family will live on
food less than enough for growth and
in a neighborhood and habitation
where young life degenerates.

We now see that the United Chari-
ties has something else to offer. It
offers advice and sympathetic direc-
tion in addition to money. Of course,
more advice than money, because it
can obtain expert advice in unlimited,
quantities, but its money income is
only derived from begging solicita-
tion, tag days, benefit theatrical per-
formances, charity balls, etc.

We now may consider what advice'
is given a mother of three children
and destitute. What expert assist-
ance aside from money can be given
her.

The first advice given all such
mothers is to get a job. Moreover,
the charity visitors use their utmost
efforts to obtain jobs for the deserted
mothers. Such women are seldom
skilled workers outside their home
and the only jobs open to them are
those that require the hardest sort of
physical labor, such as dishwashing
in restaurants, scrubbing floors and
laundry work.

Mothers who are thus placed in
jobs outside their own homes may
live near enough to one of the day
nurseries to leave their sniall children
there while they are at work. These
women must be up very early to get
breakfast and do all the scores of
things a mother has to do. She must
walk or go on the street car to the
day nursery with three small children 1
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I Then after having done work that
usually takes half a day, she goes to
her bread-winni- job. After hei
wage job is done she must go and get
the children, take them home, get
supper and begin her never" ending
job as housekeeper and mother.

Unless the mother is endowed by
nature with most uncommon
strength, she breaks down under the
demands. Few of them long survive
this burden of doing both the work of
mother and father.

Finally she breaks down. She can
no longer keep up. Then the United
Charities advisors use their knowl
edge and get her into some hospital.
She may recover to go through the
process again.

The children are "put away" in
public institutions and county pays
from $10 to $15 a child. If the moth-
er does not recover sufficiently to re-
sume her two jobs, the children are
taken away from her by court decree
forever. They are sent away and she
can never see them again, because it
is a prison offense in Illinois to inform
a" mother of the whereabouts of her
own child that has" been legally
adopted.

Mothers thus treated usually be-

come chronic invalids, drunkards or
suicides or worse. They have been
given the most painful punishment
that can be conceived separation of
mother and child.

The plan to pay the mother for tak-
ing care of her own children, com-
monly called the mothers' pension
law, is cheaper, because the mother
is the natural caretaker of the child
and can do the job cheaper than an
institution, and moreover the institu-
tion trained child is not prepared for
the domestic life to which it must re-

turn.
The United Charities can no more

beg an income sufficient to deal with
the problem of child-pover- ty than we
could beg money to maintain the
schools.

The mothers' pension system first
adopted in Illinois offers a way to.
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