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' INSULL' OFFERS SMALlI'CUT ON
PRESENT GAS PRICE

Sam Insull, public utility king of
the middle-wes- t, has decided to offer
the city 78 cent gas in place of the 80
cent rate which the people are now
paying. The gas committee of the
council will investigate his offer to-
morrow.

The former ordinance, which the
gas company went into court and en-
joined, gave the city 75 cent gas and
decreased the price till now, if there
had been no court action your gas
bills would be made out on the basis
of 68 cents per thousand cubic feet
instead of 80.

Ten million dollars, which wouldbe-lon- g

to the people of Chicago by the
ordinance, is now impounded and a
fight is going on between the city and
the company for this money.

Yesterday two moves were made.
Donald Richberg, att'y for the city,
went-befor- Judge Gibbons asking for
an order granting the city access to
the company's books to find out how
much their plant is really worth and
to see if the company is trying to
earn money to pay dividends on wa-
tered capitalization. Down in Spring-
field the company's attorneys asked
the Supreme court to compel Judge
Smith to expunge from-hi- s records
his orders transferring the case from
Judge Gibbons' court to his own and
vacating Gibbons' orders which pre-
vented the city getting at the real
value of the gas company's plant.

The gas committee of the council
is going to find out the manufactur-
ing cost of gas before they pass a
new ordinance fixing its selling price.
Many members of the committee say
that gas can be produced and sold a
good deal cheaper than the present
price.

Donald Richberg has taken the
trouble to analyze the figures of the
company which were brought out be-

fore the public utilities commission.
Richberg says that his analysis show
the company could produce and sell
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heat unit gas at the rate of 51 cents
a thousand cubic feet He says the
company would be making money if
they sold gas at 65 cents. Insull saya
they would lose moneV at this rate.
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PUBLIC OWNERSHIP LEAGUE TO

HEAR PHONE FACTS
Speakers at Public Ownership

league meeting, 1023 Diversey blvd,
tonight are William L. Chenery, ed-

itor Herald "Guide Post"; Margaret
Haley of Teachers' Federation, and
Morton L. Johnson, secretary Penny
Phone league.

"I'll go into the bottom facts of the
automatic phone ordinance," said
Johnson today. "Property worth mil-
lions of dollars is at stake. The prop-
erty really belongs to the people, but
corporations and their agents are try-
ing to walk off with our property
while we sleep.

"The Bell phone trust will have a
complete monopoly in Chicago if the
deal goes through. The automatic
phone system as a possible compet-
itor of the Chicago Telephone Co., or
as a threatened municipal ownership
competitor, will be eliminated from
"Che field.

"Chi. TeL Co. franchise runs out
in 1918 and rates will either be re-
vised or the entire phone system ta-
ken over by the city of Chicago. If at
that time the city owned the auto-
matic it would be able to threaten
competition and force a better deal
with Chi. Tel. Co.

"I shall be glad to answer questions
on any propositions I am informed on
at the meeting tonight ,
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Houston, Tex. Henry Tennel, ne-

gro, convicted of criminal assault, re-
prieved by Gov. Ferguson, just as
Sheriff Hammond was reading death
warrant

"You can't purify the water by
whitewashing the pump," says "Jim"
Goodheart of Denver, the man who
spends his life "pulling humanity out
of the mire."


