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BY JANE WHITAKER

"Miss Whitaker, have you evei
considered the" home environment?
Have you ever considered the parents
as the unwantinglyet the uncon-
scious cause of many bf our 'baby
bandits' and misled hoys and girls?
Here are my views:

"That this country (the large cities
especially) being cosmopolitan as it
is, has a greater percentage of boys
and girls born of foreign parents
going against 'society's rules' be-

cause they have few things in com-
mon with their parents who have
been 'raised and bred' in European
countries. The child born in the U.
S., and even the child brought to this
country when young, grasps more
quickly the American standard than
his parents and the result is a big
gap between the thoughts, the prin-
ciples, the ideals and the convictions
of the child and the parents. In oth-

er words, the 'American modernism'
taught the child in public schools, his
more thorough knowledge of aca-
demic studies and theoriesunfortun-atel- y

make him feel far above the
average parent, especially when the
child is given more or less his own
way.

"Don't you think a national move
to educate the parents born in for-

eign lands to the American standard
and, if practicable, this move be made
compulsory, would be good, that lit-

erally speaking the parents may be
placed on a par educationally with
their sons and daughters? Jacob
Cohen."

Unquestionably the home environ-
ment enters into the creation of
"baby bandits" as one of the factors,
of which there are so many that one
writer could fill, in condensed Day
Book style, an entire edition of the
paper and yet leave some of the
causes uncovered.

But would the education of foreign
parents so far as some 'American

modernism' is concerned be the rem-
edy? I think and will probably be
much criticized for the thought, that
we need more of the old world ideas
of the European countries in the re-
lations of children and parents and
that American modernism in the
home relations is one of the troubles.

European parents in Europe de- -
mand obedience of their children and J
teach them a sense of filial obliga-
tion that is scoffed at here. They
keep in force the old adage "spare
the rod, spoil the child," and they
keep in working order the rod.
, In America it is considered a relic
of the dark ages to punish a child for
disobedience. It must be reasoned
with. Yet the exponents of reason-
ing with the wilfully parent-disobedie- nt

child are opponents of reasoning
with the wilfully
child.

Frequently I have listened to chil-
dren raised on the "reasoning and not --

insisted upon obedience plan" mi-
micking their parents, laughing at
them and having to be bribed to obey
the slightest request. Not long since
I was horrified to hear a grown wom-
an call her father, who had support-
ed her long after she should have
supported herself until he became
disabled, "an old fool." I horrified
her possibly just as much when I told
her that neither my sisters, though
grown to womanhood, nor myself,,
would dare even speak back to my
parents, and would not want to, out
of the deep love and respect we bear
them, though we were raised to that
adage of the rod and the child.

There isn't a day in the boys' court
that there is not some evidence of -- .

that lack of respect of children for )
their parents and it is more so with;
American children than with those of,
foreign parents.

There is one source of possible evil
that does exist between foreign pa-
rents and their children and that is
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