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THE PUBLIC FORUM
AGAINST UNION TEACHERS.

Concentrated capital and labor or-

ganizations are the two great potent
factors In modern-economic- s. They
unite to produce material wealth, but
disagree when it comes to dividing it
between them. Labor organizes to
enforce its demands for a just share
of its wealth and to prevent capital
from taking unjust advantage of it
in the wage market The motives of
both these factors ate sordid and
mercenary. Such motives should be
confined to the economic world.

The American public school sys-
tem is the most exalted and impor-
tant of all our public institutions. It
is not a part of the economic system.
It is engaged in developing the minds
of children. Its products are mental.
It has no profits to divide. There can
be no quarrel between the producers
in a division of mental profits. Mer-
cenary motives are out of place in
public institutions.

The sovereign American people vol-
untarily tax themselves to erect,
equip and maintain schoolhouses and
pay teachers. The amount devoted
to this cause is in direct ratio to the
public's appreciation and estimate of
the value of this system. Teachers
are instructed gratuitously in normal
schools. The delicate and patriotic
duty required of them is to equip our
boys and girls for the intelligent ex-
ercise of their duties as American cit-
izens. This is the greatest of all con-
structive work. The wages are fixed.
The teacher is not subject to wage
competition. The ability to instruct
wisely and well is the competitive re-
quirement

The Teachers' Federation in ally-
ing itself with the Federation of La-
bor is calling to their assistance an
army of industrial stragglers with
their mercenary motives. It detracts
from their usefulness and encourages
improper ambitions to become a per-
manent and dominant factor in poli
tics,, to coerce the, school manage-- 1
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ment and public to do their bidding.
No person in public office or vocation
can justify the act of affiliating with
industrial organizations.

If the Teachers' Federation may
justly join the Federation of Labor,
then the police department would be
equally justified in allying itself with
a manufacturers' association. If the
teachers' work is well done the Dublic
will reward her well, not only in grat- - tm
ituue, Dut nnanciaiiy.

Let us hope the improper alliance
now existing between our Chicago
school teachers and the labor unions
will cease. We esteem both the teach-
ers in their field and the struggling
forces engaged in industrial warfare
in theirs, but deny their right to in-

flict upon the public a combination of
the two. W. F. B.

FOR UNION TEACHERS. Con-
structive social achievement is al-

ways the result of ei-

ther conscious or unconscious. The
latter is unreliable and Inefficient; the
former can be effectively concen- -
trated on a means to a desired end.
Agitation for the need for such an
end is the first step; conscious, intel-
ligent and voluntary to
attain it is the second. It is upon this
proposition that the Federation of
Men Teachers is based.
- Like the whole labor movement, it
originated as a measure of e.

In every large city, teachers,
like most other employes, are mere
pawns upon the chessboard of busi-
ness and politics and are moved about
by these forces without considera-
tion of the intelligence and knowl-
edge of the teachers themselves. The
rulinp' nnwpra pvprvwhpre wf mpan
the real ruling powers, not the nom-- (H
mal ones have given consideration
to the producing classes only as they
have been forced to do so by the or-
ganization of these classes.

The Federation of Men Teachers
believe they can secure consideration
only by deserving it that is, by or-
ganizing and allying themselves with,
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