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other organizations having the same
general interests. There was within
their reach only one organization
with sufficient power to get just
treatment for its members, and that
was the American Federation of La-
bor, from which organization the
Federation of Men Teachers holds its
charter.

V the public mind of a prejudice against
the labor jnovement in general and of
the relations of this organization to
it in particular. It feels obligated to
undertake this great task because of
the superior opportunity for clear
vision enjoyed by its members and
also because of a certain protest
which has arisen against the idea of
the teaching profession allying itself
with a thing so low as mere labor.

Many people, not a few teachers,
still believe the teacher should hold
himself aloof from the practical
world, content to take his pay largely
in glory to be accorded to him here-
after. In the eyes of those who hold
this position, the teaching profession- -

is and degraded if Its
members take any part in the "irre-
pressible conflict" between the pro-
ducers of value and the mere takers
thereof.

This position is based on the logic
of monasticism, which is, that the
way to save a wicked world is to get
but of it. Again, the holder of such a
position sees in this conflict only a
struggle for the material evidence of
wealth. In reality the struggle is one
for greater freedom from material
things, so the spiritual side of human
nature may have a fighting chance.

By the very fact that we have to
live with our bodies, all spiritual de- -

W velopment of the masses waits upon
the equitable distribution of wealth.

The labor movement as a whole is
moving forward upon this philosophy,
and progresses only in proportion as
these principles are recognized. For
this is a conflict between those who
produce the values of civilization and
those who merely appropriate them. I
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There are no other classes. That
each class includes all sorts and con-
ditions of men and women is admit-
ted. There is no such thing as an
isolated social problem for any indi-
vidual or organization. Every intelli-
gent citizen is involved. Where he
stands is merely a matter of vision
and understanding.

Separate organizations may and do
exist for the purpose of carrying for-
ward the work of each in its own par-
ticular field. They unite for mutual
help, to give as well as to receive,
that the general level of progress may
be maintained all along the line and
that concentration of effort may in-
sure accomplishment

The F. of M. T. therefore stands
for and urges a wider union of all
teachers upon the common ground of
measures for fundamental democ-
racy, without which not even an ap-
proach to first-cla-ss educational con-

ditions is possible.
Its members believe it is time for

the educated citizens to take the
stand their training-an- opportunity
demand they should take. One's spe-

cial responsibility Is In direct propor-
tion to what he has to do.

It is time the teacher stood for the
broader interpretation of education.
Their training and opportunity for
study of great questions puts them in
an uniquely favorable position for
leadership. The results of that'train-in- g

belong to the commonwealth as a
whole.

Tme F. of M. T. is organized to1
make true education felt in the strug.
gle for wider and freer world out"
look. Of course, the peculiar field of
this organization is education in Chi-
cago. Its goal is democracization of
the school system. This is one great
step toward universal democracy.
Federation of Men Teachers of

OVERHEARD. Sitting next table
to me the other day in loop restaur-
ant the following conversation was
overheard between two h-
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