
GERMANS, CHICKED, EXTEND
NEW OFFENSIVE NEAR VERDUN

London. Checked in the drive on
Verdun by the arrival of great bodies
of French reinforcements, the Ger-

mans are now extending their mighty
offensive to the Champagne region,
forty miles west of the Verdun woods.

An official statement from the Ger-

man war office this afternoon, vir-

tually confirmed the French state-
ments that the Verdun onslaught has
been halted, temporarily at least, by
the French.

At the same time Berlin reported
the capture of more than 1,600 yards
of French trenches and the strongly
fortified Navarin farm, the scene of
desperate fighting in earlier combats
in the Champagne. The gain was
made Berlin reported, after "efficient
artillery preparation," indicating that
big German howitzers were brought
into play in battering an opening for
the attack, as at the beginning of the
Verdun drive. More than 1,000
French prisoners were taken.

For the first time since the crown
prince launched his great attack
against the French fortress the Ger-

man war office this afternoon claimed
no important gains in the direction
of Verdun.

London. Bodies of captain and 8
sailors of Wilson Liner Dido, sunk
early Saturday, were washed up on
Lincolnshire coast today.

London With all the resources at
his command, the Kaiser is now strik-
ing for immediate and overwhelming
German victory planned to end the
world war.

German onslaught directed against
Verdun is but prelude to grand as-

sault by Germans along whole west-
ern front; most tremendous offen-

sive movement world has ever seen.
Prince Henry of Prussia has taken

over high command in German navy,
preliminary to beginning of new sub-

marine campaign against armed mer-
chantmen at stroke of midnight
Tuesday.

169 DROWNED WHEN BRITISH
STEAMER HITS MINE

London, Feb. 28. Revised figures
show that 169 persons, including 55
passengers, are missing and probably
lost in the sinking of the Peninsular
and Oriental Liner Maloja by a mine
off Dover.

Dispatches to shipping offices to-

day brought word of sinking of Rus-

sian steamer Uetshenga, seventh ves-
sel to meet disaster within past 48
hours, 15 of her crew having been
landed. The others, in addition to
liner Maloja, and Empress of Fort
William, which went to her aid, are
British steamers Birgit, and Suevier,
French steamer Trignac and Dutch
steamer Mecklenburg.

About a score of women and chil-
dren were among those who lost their
lives when the liner Maloja turned
turtle while dozens of smaller craft
were hastening to her assistance.

Bodies of 12 women and 6 children
had been landed at Dover today and
placed in morgue for identification.
Several of survivors are near death
from exposure.

Dover, England, Feb. 28. A brown-eye- d

baby, girl, brought here today, is
one of the survivors of the Peninsular
and Oriental liner Maloja.

A patrol boat crew picked her up
an hour after the Maloja went down,
floating on her back and as content-
ed as if she were in her crib.

She was apparently, unharmed by
exposure. It is believed she was toss-
ed from the rail when the steamer
struck a mine. The authorities are
looking for her mother 'atmong the
survivors.

o o
THE EVENT OF THE SEASON
The feature of the evening was

the opening of a "Night-bloomi-

Ceres." Fairmount, N. C, Messen-
ger.

o o
The most considerate person I

know is a tall girl who always wears
low heels when she goes out with a
short man.


