
"However," Bob went on to say, "we are here today to look to the
future," and advised "preparedness." "The central body of the Demo-
cratic organization in Cook county has been engaged for some time in
organizing the local Democracy, an organization that will be one in reality
as well as in name, that will do the preliminary things in campaigns and
the big things later that will mean
victory in this city and county for
the Democratic party, its candidates
and its principles." (Applause.)

Bob then jumped with hob-nail-

boots on to the Democrats who
knifed him at the last election, and
especially Democrats who had been
elected to office and positions of
leadership in their wards and then
proving untrue to their trust "I say
this," continued Bob, "because in
that election the NationalAdministra-tio- n

was on trial before the people. It
was a test of popular sentiment as to
the policy of the administration at
Washington, and the eyes of the en-
tire country were on Chicago because
it was the general feeling all over the
country that if the Democratic party
was defeated in that municipal elec-
tion it would mean repudiation, while
if it was successful it would mean
that the National Administration and
the policies were sustained."

Now we come to the climax of this
particular outburst, and the climax
that brought the hisses. Bob went
on thus: "But when this crucial mo-

ment arrived these men who had DE-
RIVED THE VERY SUSTENANCE
OF LIFE FROM THE DEMOCRATIC
CRIB crept up behind the party can-

didates and, like assassins in the
dark, plunged the knives of treachery
in the backs of the men who had been
selected as the Democratic standard
bearers on election day." (Hisses.)

I don't reprint that because of its
vital importance io the subject, but
rather as an illumination of Bob
Sweitzer's broad political vision, and
to ring in that sentence about the
guys who had derived the very sus-
tenance of life from the Democratic
crib

indicates, also, that hereafter all
vvho feed at the Democratic crib must

.j s vote the Democratic ticket J
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under penalty of an empty belly. And
it shows that jobs are the essence of
organized Democracy with a big D.

But here's what the Sullivan fac-
tion intends to do, according to
Sweitzer: "It is the aim and purpose
of your central organization to create
and maintain a good organization in
every ward, organizations that will
stand up, organizations that will co-

operate with the central body and
with each other, that will perform at
the same time, that will act and strike
at the same time for the attainment
of the same object."

And right here he again handed it
to the Democrats who knifed him last
year, to-w- "We want to place this
organization in the right hands, and
we want at the same time to rig up
a plank and invite some of those boys
who did the work of traitors in the
past to walk up and along that plank
and step off into political oblivion
where they belong." (Cheers.)

Gee whiz, Bob, but that nearly gave
me heart failure, and it was a great
relief when I found that when the
traitors walk the plank they are
merely to step into oblivion. Befpre
I got to that I thought you were going
to dump them into the lake, and
that's where we get our drinking wa-
ter. And there are so many of 'em.

Bob then went on to tell the First
ward faithful that after the traitors
had walked the plank what was left
would be invited into the organiza-
tion, because "we are now building
not merely for today or for tomor-
row, but for all time to come."

For all time to come is some time
all right, but Bob says "we want to
lay a foundation so solid and secure
that we can raise upon it a super-
structure as stable as the Democracy
itself."

I almost wish Bob hadn't used the


