
NEARING TELLS LABOR TO WATCH SCHOOLS-WAR- NS

AGAINST BIG BUSINESS
Pleading for the revival of the

Spirit of 76 in the battle for indus-
trial independence, Prof. Scott Near
ing yesterday told the delegates to
the Chicago Federation of Labor that
in the next 50 years they would have
to answer the greatest question to
my nation at any period in history.

It is: Which has the greater value,
the dollar or the man?

"A great fight is now going on for
the control of public opinion," declar-
ed Prof. Nearing. "The plutocracy
is now attempting to gather in the
control of this nation by controlling
the public school system.

"At one time during his career Na-
poleon had a dream. He thought that
by establishing a minister of educa-
tion he could establish an empire. His
dream was almost realized, for today
Tance nas tne same minister of ed-

ucation and the public school system
is much like that of Napoleon's time.
Plutocracy has dreamed Napoleon's
dream. It has almost converted into
reality this plan which will teach your
children and their children to wor-
ship the dollar. There is a flicker
of revolt in Cleveland, in New York
and in Chicago. I trust that this
flicker will develop into a flame that
will swep the country."

"A cry has been sent up that or-
ganized labor should be represented
in the councils of this nation. But I
tell you that it is more important that
you should be represented on the
school boards.

"You constitute seven-eigh-ts of the
population of this city, but how many
representatives have you on the
school board.

"The majority of you read daily
only what the plutocracy wants you
to read. They have bought up the
muckraking magazines and long ago
they gained control of the public
press. Do you suppose Standard Oil
advertises gasoline and constipation
remedies because it expects to sell

enough to pay for the ads. They do
that with the purpose of controlling
public opinion.

"Look at Ludlow, Patterson, Bay-on- ne

and Youngstown. Those were
mere skirmishes in this fight They
presage what is going to happen if
the workers awaken to the true sit-
uation which is slowly being forced
on us by the kings of money who
rule this country.

"With malice and aforethought this
country has sold itself to the manu-
facture of implements with which our
brothers in Europe are killing each
other. We are fattening on their
blood. And we are getting bunked
into believing this preparedness stuff.
Soon or later we are going to take
a dose of our own medicine.

"The whole future of western civ-

ilization rests with us. Let us de-

mand the same social advantages
that the plutocracy has, that our ba-

bies may not die five. to their one.
Let us get the spirit of '76 which es-

tablished a political democracy that
we may establish an industrial dom-ocrac- y.

"We've got to learn to live in the
name of truth and justice, instead of
in the name of profits and dividends.
It is going to he a long fight and a
hard fight, but is the only thing in
life that makes it worth living. Let
us take the bitter irony out of that
oath which the school children take
to their country which gives 'equal
opportunity and justice for all.' "

Prof. Nearing was tendered a ris-
ing vote of thanks by the federa-
tion, which then passed a resolution
instructing the executive board and
the schools committee to
with the Chicago Teachers' Federa-
tion in their fight against the Loeb
rule, which attempts to exclude them
from the ranks of organized labor.

The Day Book notes the meager
stories carried in the loop press about
the meeting of the federation, where
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