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THE PUBLIC FORUM
COUNTY HOSPITAL. I have

twice been a patient at the Cook
county hospital, and, with one rare
exception, hare-ha- d no cause for any
complaint.

"Jeffersonion" complains that his
friend, a woman of 60, lay for hours
in deep pain and on her complaint to
the doctor was told that she should
be satisfied that she was receiving
any services, seeing she was not pay-
ing for it. This may be true, but did
she say anything about the things she
may have said to aggravate him into
making this remark? Did she real-
ize that she was not the only patient
in that ward; or did she, like many
others, think that the interne was
there for her personal benefit?

The internes have a great deal to
contend with. Their hours spent in
the relief of the suffering are long.
They report at 8 a. m.; must work
till 9 or 9:30. They also have their
own personal trials and tribulations,
of which we patients know nothing.
The patients air their troubles, while
the internes and nurses refrain from
doing so. They are to be respected
for this and not judg-
ed harshly.

In my personal contact with the in-

ternes I have always been treated
with utmost consideration, and any
request was always given prompt and
careful attention. It is one of the
rule's of that institution that internes
and nurses must, and they invariably
do, give instant attention when they
are aware that it is required. Their
training naturally gives them the
ability to differentiate between real
and fancied suffering.

As to statements concerning the
flirtations and insulting
questions of the internes, nine times
out of ten it is the girl's fault A
girl patient, when she sees an interne
enter the room, looks around to see
if the other patients are observing
her. Then, when she is satisfied that

jhe holds the spogh shejmiles and

rolls her eyes at the interne. What
can the interne do? He smiles, of
course, for they are as a rule well-bre- d,

and such actions on the part of
girl patients are just as obnoxious to
said internes as they are to any other
well-bre- d person. Please do not think
that I am biased or envious of these
girls; neither am I especially inter-
ested in these internes. I am a mar-
ried woman, and was also too ill and
weak to care if there was a man on
earth. Previous to my entrance to
the County hospital I was under the
impression that not only the internes,
but the nurses also, were "a bunch
of flirts" and that patients were
"treated like dogs." I have entirely
changed my mind.

I must give credit to the head
nurse, under whose care I was placed
at this hospital in June, 1915. She
typified all that is purest and noblest
of the sex to which she belongs. She
will live in my memory as long as life
lasts. All the other nurses were very
attentive to the wants of their pa-
tients. Besssie H.

MONOGAMY. Anthropologists
have proven that the institution of
marriage has passed through four'
successive forms before reaching its
present state.

1. The consanguine family, found-
ed on the intermarriage of brothers
and sisters own and collateral in a
group.

2. The punaluan family, based on
the marriage of several sisters to
each other's husbands in a group or
several brothers married to each
other's wives. But it forbade the
marriage between brothers and sis-
ters.

3. The syndyasmian, founded on
the marriage of pairs lasting during
the pleasure of the parties and with-
out an exclusive cohabitation.

4. The patriarchal family, the
marriage of one man to several wives.

5. .Monogamy, our present form.
So the system of monogamy, in- - .
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