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OILING MACHINES. I used to
bonder how rotten political machines
like those of Tammany and Boss Cox
could exist But I voted for Bob
Sweitzer last spring, because Dennis
Egan, Sweitzer supporter, had told a
city contractor to give a brother-in-la- w

of mine a job. That job convert-
ed three votes to Sweitzer in my fam-
ily. Now I see why political ma-
chines are and why they run smooth,
thanks to Mr. Cochran's articles
jobs are the cogs and we voters fur-
nish the oil. E. K.

LET'S FAST. This now is the sea-
son of Lent, and, being that time
when the sinner is supposed to be
penitent and the sanctified possessed
of greater grace, I am going to fol-
low the spirit of the season and
preach a sermon, even if I am not a
minister.

I believe in the tenets of Lent as
Set down in rigorous ecclesiastical
law. I believe in fasting; I believe in
refraining from theaters, movies,
dances and parties during the 40-d-

period symbolical of the fast of He
who is called the Savior.

I believe in all of these things and
think all men should commit them-
selves to

I don't care a hang about the ec-

clesiastical law in the matter if
there is such a thing, really. I do
not say that we should fast because
a bishop orders it But if we cut in
two our rations for the next 40 days
most of us will still be eating aplenty
to live upon and our stomachs will be
getting a rest earned long ago. If
we refrain from theaters, movies,
dances and parties we maybe by read-
ing make profitable use of time we
would otherwise waste on amuse-
ments, twaddle and gossiping about
neighbors.

So let us observe Lent and teach
ourselves we who have
anything to refrain from. I don't set
the end of Lent as Easter day. Keep 1

i:fl T' fl fmt

mmmmmmmmmmmm

it running till 4th of July, if you wish.
The longer you abstain from the
the pleasures of stomach and world
the better for your health and im-
provement of mind. L. G. Celler.

THE LAW. When a lawyer is con-
sulted about a case he runs to his
law books to see what they say and
to find a precedent.

The question naturally arises: Do
the lawyers know the law? I say no,
for lawyers have pleaded ignorance
of the law. No lawyer knows more
than one-ten- th of the laws and he
can plead ignorance of the law as
well as anybody. Lawyers are always
quoting precedents. If a new case
occurs for which there is no law or
precedent, and the law is found
wanting, new laws are made and a
precedent set.

Laws have not made man one bit
more just. A century or so back
murderers, poisoners, etc., were
thrown in boiling water or had their
heads cut off and stuck on the end
of a pole and set in the public square,
so the populace could view the pun-
ishment. And in spite of all punish-
ments and laws, murders, etc., are
more common today than centuries
ago.

The fact that crimes are still being
committed and many times more so
than in older days proves that laws
are of little or no value for doing
away with crime. The law has only
made people hate it

Justice is a farce. For instance:
I get robbed of a few hundred dol-
lars and the robber is caught. He is
proven guilty and sent to the Bride-
well. Where do I get off at? I am
still my money out and have no
chance of any recompensation at all.
The law should force the robber to
compensate the one he robbed. The
law protects me or pretends to pro-
tect me but it protects the robber as
much and more than me. It keeps
my hands off him and provides him
with food and lodging for the prison
term he gets. And if what he took


