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As I entered a moving picture the-

ater in my immediate
for an hour of relaxation and

the program boy
me and asked:

"Do you object to signing one of
these cards?" And he handed me a
card against the

at the present time of an old
ordinance moving picture
theaters within 200 feet of a church,
school or hospital, which ordinance
has certainly never before been taken
at all seriously or enforced, as rs

will claim even a bad ordi-

nance should be enforced until re-

pealed, or there wouldn't be any mov-

ing picture theaters near any of the
three places covered in the ordi-

nance.
As I signed the protest I asked him

what was his opinion of the motive
back of the attempt to enforce it at
this time, and he replied, tersely:
"Politics."

But after I had enjoyed my hour's
clean, beautiful and

humorous pictures and had watched
the audience of which I made one,
all of them working people and most
of them people who could not afford
other than a moving picture show

I wondered why it was
that whether political or

always put the cart before
the horse and then say:

On the West Side the section of
the city in which I live the moving
picture shows are our greatest pleas-
ure, and, to many of us, our only
pleasure. Often I have found much

watching the
men and women and children, bear-
ing indelible marks of poverty and its
blight, got out of the hour of the only
pleasure they could afford, and that
became the salvation of their sanity
because it was relaxation and a mim-

ic world they could escape into from
the grind of their lives.
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This theater I entered Saturday is
one which will be closed by the en-

forcement of such an ordinance, and
it is overflowing much of the time
with working people, and only a week
ago the management generously per-
mitted the interruption of each per-
formances one day for a te

talk by a representative of the Wom-
en's City club on the civic work wom-
en are doing for the uplift of the com-
munity.

What is1 the motive back of the en-

forcement of such an ordinance? So
far as schools are concerned, moving
picture shows do not permit children
to enter free of charge, so the child
cannot be lured in unless by the con-
sent of its parents, who are responsi--"
ble to the truant officer if the child is
not in school. After school hours the
child with the price of admission will
find a moving picture show if it has
to travel several blocks and cross sev-
eral streets, and if the censor board
is at all worthy of its hire and it
seems to be quite energetic there is
no reason why any picture should be
shown that hurts children.

So far as hospitals are concerned
the business brains of a moving

picture show man will prevent his lo-

cating within the "zone of quiet" es-

tablished about every hospital, and
the ordinance should work both ways
for the hospital about to locate they
should avoid the neighborhood of the
established moving picture show.

If it is the aim to close the show
with the idea that people will be driv-
en to the church, then the reform
politicians need new glasses. Until
the churches change their mode off
operation the closing of every form
of amusement will not drive people .

into the churches; they will remain-hom- e
and read novels.

Two of my friends on the west
side, being childless and lonely, de-

cided, after much consideration, to
join a church that they might enjoy


