
O'HARA SCORES PRESENT WAY
OF HANDLING CRIME

While police and state's attorneys
are publicly denouncing what they
call "soft-heart- dealing with vio-
lators of the law," Lieut-Go- v. Bar-ra- tt

O'Hara warned them in an ad-
dress before the Elgin Women's club
that the only reason they were not
in the class of the offenders might
be solely because they hadn't been
up against the same amount of eco-
nomic pressure.

"It has been believed by most per-
sons," he said, "that justice should
in its administration be tempered
with mercy and humanity; that the
principle of an eye for an eye had
been discarded in the progress of civ-
ilization.

"There has recently grown up,
however, a group demanding the
separation of justice and humanity,
boldly insisting upon the denial of
charity and kindness to those con-
victed of crime. Newspapers are
constantly quoting now a prosecu-
tor, now a judge, now a police officer,
now a private citizen, as bitterly crit-
icizing what they are pleased to term
'soft-heart- and d' treat-
ment of persons who have fallen be-

yond the pall of society. They blame
every epidemic of crime upon this
'soft' treatment of 'criminals.'

"I wonder if these persons who at-
tribute the prevalence of crime waves
to charitable treatment of unfortu-
nate persons, even when accused of
crime, have ever paused to consider
that an overwhelming majority of
the men and women brought into
our criminal courts come from the
very poorest strata of society, handi-
capped even before birth by condi-
tions of hardship.

"Do not mistake. There is no
willing criminal class. In dealing
with those accused of law violation
you are dealing with no strangers,
but with yourselves, as you might be
if strong economic pressure had dis-
torted vmir natural concentinns of
right and wrong, or had interfered!

with the thinking and living of your
parents before you, thus prenatally
influencing you, as well as determin-
ing your environment.

"It is as essential in dealing with
those we term criminals that we let
in all the humanity, all the charity,
all the and
brotherhood that we can muster, as
it is to let in the sunshine and fresh
air in dealing with physical sickness.
If the sunshine and fresh air had
been there before the illness there
might not have been an illness. If
the humanity and the charity and
brotherhood had been revealed be-
fore the crime there might not have
been a crime. Either preventative
or remedially, they work, and if we
are too late for the preventative use,
then let there be no hesitation in the
remedial use.

"Accept this as true: Crime waves
never come from kindness, but inva-
riably from the reverse. Those who
argue differently generally argue
solely from ignorance. A few argue
from viciousness, which would seem
to put them in the criminal class
they delight to create and denounce."

WOMEN ORGANIZE IN SIXTH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

The Congressional Union for Wom-
an Suffrage will hold its first meeting
in the Sixth congressional district at
the home of Dr. Linslay Wynkoop,
3406 Monroe st, at 2 p. m., Thurs-
day.

The meeting will "be for the pur-
pose of organizing this district that it
may, with similar organizations in
every congressional district, force
immediate action on the Susan B.
Anthony amendment

Mrs. Gilson Gardner of Washing-
ton, D. C, a member of the executive
committee of the union, and Elsie Hill
will speak.

o o
Yale has gone and hired a $10,000

professor in athletics, with Cousin
Bill Taft already on itB faculty staff.
Extravagance!


