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RECEIPTS OF POOR CAR COMPANY FALL OFF
FEWER NICKELS DROPPED IN HOPPER

Have you noticed the big slump in
the street car business? Have you
noticed how many people have quit
riding on the street cars? Have you
noticed how much more room and
more empty seats there are on the
street cars these days?

Read the annual report of the Chi-
cago Surface Lines, issued by Leon-
ard A. Busby; chairman board of di-

rectors, yesterday. It shows a drop
of $275,287 in receipts that many
less nickels rung up last year than
the year before.

The 55 per cent of net earnings
going to the city takes a slump from
$736,223 to $476,184. The blame for
this, of course, is all loaded onto the
wage boost given the car men after
the strike last June.

There are several puzzles, what
bookkeepers and statisticians call
"discrepancies" when they bump
into 'em and can't explain 'em. Here
is one Busby hands us:

"Income from operation" dropped
from $3,019,278 to $2,897,513. What
is called "other income" dropped
from $279,547 to $81,581.

Swiftly and incidentally, as though
it's no matter at all of public impor-
tance, Busby merely states this
slump of $97,966 and offers no expla-
nation why. t

Everybody all around gets the
short end of the it in the street car
business, according to Busby, with
one exception. That's the bankers
and bondholders. Interest on bonds
outstanding took a jump from
$1,529,409 to $1,565,555.

In tie balance sheet, supposed to
show earnings for 1916 as against
1915 fiscal year, nearly every source
of Income slows down.

It's the worst gloom tab ever been
published by a respectable Chicago
business concern.

Advertising, the money paid for the
telling you what undertakerk cardsI

will bury you cheap, what gum to
chew and what soap to wash with,
was raised only from $218,744 to
$221,337. Garbage car service rose
and newspaper cars $251jn earnings.

But funeral cars lost $10,100 over
the year before, and chartered cars,
$1,031. Rents of buildings went
down from $91,712 to $80,754. Sale
of power likewise brought only $82,-29- 2,

as against $86,642.
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WOMEN TO HOLD MASS MEETING
TOMORROW IN AUDITORIUM
Under the auspices of the Wom-

an's City club a mass meeting is to
be held tomorrow in the Auditorium
theater to protest against the spoils
system and to adopt a woman's mu-
nicipal platform.

The meeting will begin promptly
at 12 o'clock. The doors will be open
at 11. Prom 11:30 until 12 there will
be music. All the seats are free ex-
cept the boxes, which are' being sold
at $10 each to defray expenses.

The most prominent women in
Chicago are going to discuss Mayor
Thompson, his cabinet, including
Mrs. Louise Osborn Rowe, Mrs. Page
Waller Eaton's shake-dow- n charges
against Mrs. Rowe, the attempted
ousting of Morals Inspector Hanna,
the charges against Second Deputy
Sup't of Police Punkhouser, and
woman's place in civic government
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ARMOUR CO. GYM TO INCREASE

EFFICIENCY OF WORKERS
Armour & Co open a $75,000 gym

nasium for its office workers this
week. It has swimming pool, ball
courts, apparatus, classes for study
of physical culture". Stands 50 feet
from general offices. The Manu-
facturers' News says:

"Armour & Co. are confident it will
more than pay for Itself In the in
creased efficiency, health and esprit
de corps inspired by such enter
prises."'
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