
that many of them win let their hus-
bands do their political thinking for
them, and hence divide them almost
as badly as the men are divided.

Compare the speeches made at the
Auditorium Saturday by the women
with the speeches of Soger Sullivan,
Bob Sweitzer and Dennis Egan, re-
cently published in The Day Book.
The women were for the merit sys-
tem, the men for the spoils system;
and the spoils system meant govern-
ment by rs and the political
bosses who get them their jobs.

In demanding good faith enforce-
ment of the civil service laws, the
women are only demanding the same
sane management of the city's busi-
ness that any private
business gets. All bosses are against
the civil service laws because they
interfere with the political spoils sys-
tem, which determines the fitness of
a laborer to sweep the city streets
by the party ticket he votes and the
faction he belongs to.

What difference does it make what
ticket a street sweeper votes so long
as he attends to his business of street
sweeping?

In demanding that the public
school system be divorced from pol-

itics the women are fighting for the
interests of the school children, and
for the future manhood and woman-
hood of Chicago. The manner in
which the men have been running
the school board is a disgrace to civ-
ilization. And nothing but rotten pol-
itics could be responsible for getting
so many pinheads on the school
board.

I am glad, too, that the women
took a stand for the right of school
teachers to independent political ac-
tion and organization. They never
would have defended the Teachers'
Federation if they had not seen
through the flimsy purpose of the
Jake Loebs on the school board in
their fight on the greatest protection
the public schools of Chicago have
from political spoilsmen I mean the
Teachers' Federation.

And there never would have been,
such a bitter fight on the federation
if that organization had not proven
its efficiency in fighting political and
business bosses and spoilsmen. The
federation has not only protected its
own members, but all other teachers
as well, and also the interests of
every boy and girl in the public
schools.

The women were wise in not rais-
ing the Wet and Dry issue, except to
favor the prohibition of the sale of
booze in dance halls. There are manv
iiueitti vuiens wjiu wm agree to uus
regulation of the liquor business; and
every decent dance will be better off
without the booze.

Men, as a rule, don't bother about
such matters as garbage collection
or establishing a telephone monop-
oly. But the women know what tie
health of the community means to all
of us, and that garbage collection in
Chicago is quite as important to Chi-
cago people as the tariff question. It
is possible that the men are so used
to the odor of their kind of politics
that they don't notice the garbage
smell.

But the big thing about it all is
that the women see the importance
of city elections. When
they got politics they
will have little difficulty in getting
thg remainder of their program, and
a whole lot more.

A good way to start in is to or-
ganize as well as they may for the
spring campaign and elect the best
available men in the Various wards,
without regard to what party the
candidates were nominated by.

The program so far announced by
the women is one that will command
the respect and ought to command
the support of such .voters in the
working class as don't wear party
rings in their noses.

Anyhow, the present movement is
the most hopeful thing I see in poli-
tics just now, and promises to bring
the largest number of voters togeth-
er outside of the old parties.


