
BOXING SPORTS OF ALL ORTS BASEBALL
We have a perfect right to pat our-

selves on the back and whoop loudly
about our ability as a prophet

Here a week ago we went right out
and said that the Cubs were men who
worked into condition slowly and
that nothing much need be expected
of them until the season was well on
its way.. And aren't they making
good for us? Here the Phillies have
trimmed them four straight times
and have done it with comparative
ease.

In reality, the Cubs have beaten
themselves. In all the games they
have slammed the ball hard, but have
failed because of openings left the
other fellow and refused to take ad-
vantage of their own opportunities.

The Cubs have evidently looked
over last year's records and learned
that the Phillies won a pennant with-
out much of a baserunning team.
But things will be different in the sea-
son to come, and if the North Siders
are to be up in the race they will have
to show more wide-awa- ability on
the paths than in yesterday's punk
stuff.

They made three runs and 13 hits,
and the hits weren't scattered. But
it took four hits to manufacture the
second run, and three were required
to put the third one over the plate.
That seems like a terrible waste of
run-maki- material. .

However, there is some speed to
that Cub gang, especially in the out-
field, so there is room for much hope.
The men will ginger up in a short
time and should be doing better with
their tools.

There is a very apparent possibility
that Mike Doolan will find it hard to
land himself a job of shortstopping
during the coming season. Alex Mc-
carty and Mulligan are each doing
better at the position than anything
Mike has shown so far, and both are
youngsters on the upgrade. Mull-
igan is the fielding superior1 ofthe two

mMM&

rookies, but is about even with Mc-

Carthy as a batter.
The latter has had several chances

to star, but has failed to reach any
great heights so far. It may be that
he is in for a good season. Mulligan,
however, may have the call, because
he has yet to show his big league
worth.

Doolan must play better ball than
he did in the Federal league last year
to push these two young men aside,
and Mike has reached the age when
improvement is hardly to be expect-
ed. His batting is weak, and always
has been, and he is hardly covering
as much ground on defense as when
he was recognized as one of the best
defensive men in the business.

Outside of this one shortstop po-

sition, there is little doubt of the
makeup of the Cub team. Zim, Saier
and Yerkes are all sure of their jobs,
and Mann, Flack, Zwilling, Williams
and Schulte are outfield certainties,

rwith the choice for regular duty lying
between the first three named.

Manager Rowland has about come
to the conclusion that his best ar-
rangement on the left side of the in-

field is to put Zeb Terry at short and
Buck Weaver at third base. This
means remarkable defensive strength
in that locality, and there is a possi-
bility that Terry will do a bit of bat-
ting before the big league pitchers.

McMullen, the other Coast league
infield recruit, has done fairly well,
and will undoubtedly be carried
through the first few weeks of the
season, even should be fail to land
permanently. Indications are that
McMullen will have a harder row to
hoe than Terry.

Jack Ness is being pushed as a
first baseman on the theory that he
can be placed at the position instead
of Fournier when a southpaw pitch-
er faces the White Sox. Such a .plan
might work out, but French Jack has
shown himself a fairly good batter

I against all kinds of pitcfcr-;-;


