
of the brotherhoods can't call a 7

. strike.
"Should the railroads refuse to

grant the demands, arbitration would
be the next logical step.!'

This takes a different slant from
the strike talk of a few weeks ago
when Timothy Shea of the brother-
hoods' executive committee declared
they were through with arbitration
and if there was a cinch it was that
the brotherhoods would never again
trust their case to the judgment of a
board of arbitrators. The simple rea-
son for this, Shea said, was that the
rank and file membership of the
brotherhoods feel they have been
tricked so often in talking across a
table with company managers and
lawyers that it was good-b- y for arbi-

tration. Demands would be present-
ed and, if not granted by the com-

panies, instead of arbitrating the rail
workers of the country would stop
work and go on one grand walkout.
This remarkable statement of Tim
Shea was published in the Journal
and The Day Book.

When the demands of the 360,000
rail employes were simultaneously
submitted to general managers of tne
458 American railroads yesterday,
with the request that the companies
join in a "concerted movement" to
deal with the brotherhoods, J. W.
Higgins, executive secretary of the
Western Railways ass'n, Transporta-
tion bldg., issued a statement that the
companies are "reluctant" to get
into a concerted movement and the
whole matter of a new wage scale is
still in the hands of the individual
companies.

A United Press Btory from New
York, however, shows that if the
railroad companies are not com-
pletely "concerted" they are close to
it Said the TJ. P. dispatch:

"Statements issued in New York,
Chicago and Cleveland showed that
concerted action was taken by the
railroads. The Cleveland statement
was issued by D. C. Moon, manager

of the N. Y. Central west of Buffalo.
The New York statement was issued
by Frank H. Fayant, publicity direc-
tor for the managers' conference,
eastern territory. Both statements
presented counter-claim- s, what the
railroads demand of the men: (1) No
double compensation for same time
or service, (2) Same pay classifica-
tions to be applied to all members of
train and engine crews.

This plays off engineers against
brakemen and conductor against
trainmen.

For many years the Brotherhood
of Locomotive Engineers has been
known as the "aristocrat" of organ-
ized labor. It has refused to ally with
the American Federation of Labor
and has stood off from the labor
movement in general. Recently a let-

ter was printed in the official journal
of the engineers in which a Louisi-
ana engineer argued that the railroad
engineer doesn't belong to the work-
ing class, but is in a profession, and
engineers should call themselves
members of a profession, just like
doctors or lawyers.

An increasing number of engi-
neers, however, are beginning to see
how the organization has got to be
more than a fraternal insurance so-

ciety if it's going to be a labor Union.
It takes men of daring, nerve and

quick thought to operate the trains
of railroads these days. And wheth-
er these men who are in revolt
against the kind of arbitration by
which they were tricked last year will
again stand for the sort of a cheat
worked on them last year is a big
issue in the rail world now and the
next few months.

o o
RESCUE JAPANESE PASSENGERS

San Francisco, March 31. Agents
of the Japanese line were advised to-

day that the liner Chiyo Maru, which
sailed March 2 for Yokohama, went
aground on an island south of Hong
Kong. Three hundred passengers
from San Francisco and Manila have
been taken off by rescue boats.


