
BEMIS'WILL REPRESENT CITY IN

THE GAS MESS
Against the express wishes of Sam-

uel Insull, head of the gas trust, the
council committee on gas, oil and
electric light has engaged Consulting
Engineer Edward Bemis 'to represent
the city in the coming negotiations
over a new gas rate.

Insull recently told the aldermen
how much he would prefer to have
a recognized gas engineer of standing
to deal with. In a round-abo- ut way
information came to the committee
that practically every "recognized
gas engineer of standing" had been
either gobbled up by the gas trust or
had been handed a small retainer.
The aldermen decided the risk in hir-

ing one of these men was too great
Recently thrown from the board of

supervising engineers by Mayor
Thompson, Bemis has been repre-
senting municipalities jn rate deals
with corporations all over the coun-
try. He is one of the three of four
engineers who can be relied upon to
give cities a square deal. Although
he isn't a graduate engineer he has
studied public service corporations
all his life. It was on his figures that
the last gas ordinance was drawn up
giving Chicago a nt gas. The
company is spending thousands of
d pilars fighting this ordinance.

Bemis will be pai(f$100 a day for
his services. His appointment is ex-

pected to meet with the objections of
the gas company.
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TODAY IN ILLINOIS HISTORY
April 7, 1765. Iieut Ross and his

men, who were the first Englishmen
to succeed in penetrating to the Illi-

nois villages, were obliged to leave
the country because of the hostility
of the Indians to the British.
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The Manchester Union dares to re-

port bluebirds present in that city;
but throws an anchor to windward
by suggesting that they may be Eng-
lish sparrows turned blue with the
cold.

WHERE IS THE MAN IN THIS
LIFE TRAGEDY?

New York, April 7. The baby of
Bertha Lays is dead in the morgue
and Bertha Lays is locked up in a
police cell charged with its murder.

Bertha Lays doesn't understand
why she is charged with murder, and
when she isn't moaning that she
wants her baby back again she tries
to explain to anyone who comes near
her cell that she couldn't have done
anything more than she did do, and
it wasn't her fault

Bertha Lays' story is world-ol- d and
world-wear- y. It has in it all the ele-
ment of the girl who trusts and is be-
trayed and all of the tragedy of pa-
rents who think more of the disgrace
on their respectable name than of the
sorrow of the child who did not un?
derstand the laws of nature.

Bertha Lays' people threw her out
of her home when the baby came.
Her pleading that she didn't know
just what she would do was of no
avail. She had disgraced the family.

And the man who was the father
of the baby, whose name Bertha has
shielded, and who had repented his
words of love as soon as the girl was
won, told her, too, that he couldn't
marry her because she wasn't good
any more.

There wasn't anything for Bertha
to do then but to take the tiny mite
in her arms and try to battle for her-
self and it, but she found that people,
nice respectable people, did not want
to shelter a girl with a tiny baby and
without a wedding ring, and when
Bertha discovered this she resorted
to subterfuge. She got a job in a
shirtwaist factory and left the tiny
baby in a nursery by day and at night
she smuggled it with her into the hall
bedroom she had rented, and when it
cried she soothed and covered Its lit-

tle head until it was quiet again, so
that no one would hear it.

One night she covered its head too
long. That is why the baby is in the
morgue and Bertha is in a cell charg?
ed with murder,


