
JIM KEELEY AND HIS MORNING HERALD GET A
WALLOP FROM THE MAYOR

The bitter scrap between Mayor
Thompson and the trust press bore
two features yesterday., Each time
the mayor took the aggressive and
both times the Herald and James
Keeley, its editor, were hit

In a hot statement made before
the Thompson meeting in Cohan's
Grand opera house, the mayor called
Keeley "the hired man of liquor and
gas" and branded stories in the Her-
ald as "damnable lies." .

A short time before Mrs. Clara B.
Koch, wife of a Thompson worker in
the 28th ward, filed suit against the
Herald for libel. She said that the
Herald maliciously printed a story
about her in its effort to knock the
mayor. The Herald had accused her
of talking Thompson politics while
taking census for the school board.

The speech of the mayor before the
theater crowd made history. It was
perhaps the bitterest comeback of a
public official to the trust press of
Chicago since the time William Lori-m- er

in the United States senate
blamed the Chicago Tribune for the
attack on him.

"Dirty, vilifying lies" and "damn-
able lies" were the epithets the ma-
yor used in describing the stories
printed in the Herald after the suicide
of Dr. T. B. Sachs of the tuberculosis
sanitarium. He named "Att'.y Levy
Mayer as brains of the booze and
beer makers' combination and as the
spirit which guided Keeleys pen.

The statement as read by the
mayor runs:

"I desire to make this statement
to the citizens of Chicago, irrespec-
tive of creed, religion or party affilia-

tion: That it is my honest convic-
tion that Levy Mayer, who furnished
the brains in the organization of the
distillers' trust and the brewers' trust
and who fought before the supreme
court of the state of Illinois the worn- -
fi,n .suffrage statute, is tb$ same, mas '
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that js forcing his parrot, Jim Keeley,
the editor of the Chicago Herald, to
print the dirty, vilifying lies about
your mayor and my administration.

"Neither Levy Mayer nor Jim
Keeley can point to a single action
in their whole career in the city of
Chicago that had for its purpose mo-
ral uplift Jim Keeley, who is but the
hired man of liquor and gas, will
never force me to deviate from my
course in doing my duty as God gives
me the light to see, no matter how
he besmears me with his damnable
lies.

"Every word that has been printed
by Jim Keeley or any other newspa-
per in the city of Chicago, assailing
Health Commissioner John Dill Rob-
ertson and your mayor in connection
with the Municipal Tuberculosis San-
itarium, is an infamous lie and they
know it. I will ask tne people of Chi-
cago to find out who paid the rent for
the Auditorium meeting where your
mayor was assailed and where the
demand was made for an investiga-
tion of the Municipal Tuberculosis
Sanitarium. Then you will learn the
identity of4;he person or persons who
drove Dr. Sachs to violate the laws
of the state by committing suicide if
he was sane; if he was driven to in-

sanity it was done by the people who
organized, conducted and paid for
that meeting.

"i want to say further to you, Jim
Keeley, that you have tackled the
wrong man. I have been all my life,
and will continue to be, on the square
with the people of Chicago. I will
guard the public treasury. I will do
my duty in accordance with my oath
of office, and I defy you.

"The persons who have no more
respect for the dead than to call a
meeting, as I understand they are
doing, for Sunday during the heat of
a political campaign, ought to bow
their heads in shame."
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