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THE PUBLIC FORUM
INTO THE WASTE BASKET.

"K. B. P." wrote as a postscript to
his letter to the Forum: "Have heard
it expressed thafthis.will be cast into
the waste basket"

As "K. P. B." did not show suffi-

cient good faith to sign his name and
address to the letter it went right
straight to the W. B. Forum Editor.

CAN LIVE ON 12 CENTS A DAY.
Quite a fuss is being made in the

papers about Mrs. Bishop living six
days on 33 cents per day. The writ-
ers evidently have not figured that
33 cents a day for meals for one day
for one person is quite a luxury if
that person is a laborer.

A laborer's family consists of him-
self, a wife and four children, a total
of six. The rent is $14 per month,
fuel and light average $5 per month,
clothing, shoes, etc., for all six aver-
age $5 per month. The papers in-

formed us that the Pullman Co. la-

borers received 20 cents per hour be-

fore they went on strike. Nine hours
per day made $1.80, and 26 working
days per month made $46.80 per
month. Minus the fixed expense of
$24 leaves $2.2.80 for meals (not al-

lowing for anything else, such as
amusements, books, church, etc,
etc.) A family of six, each three
meals per day, makes 18 meals.
Thirty days per month makes 540
meals! 540 meals for $22.80 makes
4 9 cents per meal, or 12 2--3 cents
for three meals.

After the strike the Pullman Co.
laborers were given 22 cents per
hour, or $1.98 for nine hours, or
$51.48 for a month of 26 working
days. $51.48 minus the $24 fixed ex-
pense mentioned leavse $27.48 for
meals for a month or an average of
5 4-- cents per meal, or 15
cents for 3 meals for one day. This
is being forced on the laborers by a
company that cleared $12,000,000
over all expenses last year and di-

vided $9,600,000 between nonproduc- -

ing stockholders. This is the labor-
ers' lot in all privately-owne- d and privat-

ely-operated factories. E. W.
Schneider, 11941 Wallace St

The milk pro-
ducers' strike is one of the most
hopeful signs that at last the farmers
are beginning to realize that they
cannot stand alone as individual pro-
ducers under our present economic
system. Already the results achieved
by the various fruit growers' ass'ns
of the west, by the wheat growers of
the northwest and other similar or-
ganizations show how the farmers
must also work to secure some
measure of control over the products
of their labor and some voice in de-

termining the conditions under
which they must live.

The individualistic regime is draw-
ing to a close in its last stronghold,
the agricultural districts, and

the banding together for
mutual benefits of those with like in-

terests, is fast coming to the front
When this development shall have
progressed to the point where the
agriculturists' organizations become
a powerful factor we shall be ready
for the next great step, that of a
close between these
and the labor unions, particulary
those engaged in the distribution and

Transportation of the farmers' pro-
ducts.

Why should not the milk produc-
ers' ass'n contract directly with the
public, L e., the city, to furnish the
minimum estimated milk demand at
a fair rate, the city to turn to con-
tract with the milk drivers' unions
for its distribution at a fair wage by
the union men. Cut out the present
middlemen and give the public con-
trol over both ends, the producing
and the distributing. Does any one
doubt that an intelligent city admin-
istration could thus ensure fair
prices to the producers, good wages
to the distributors, fair cost and good
service to the consumer?

That at least would be an intelli--


