
UNITED STATES CITIZENS BID
FOR THEIR OWN FOOD

By Frederick M. Kerby.
Washington, April 10. The people

of the United States" are trying to
pull themselves up by their own boot-
straps!

That is the only conclusion to be
reached from examination of the
latest figures on the rising cost of
living!

The war abroad has started the
greatest wave of prosperity the coun-
try has ever had, but our manufac-
turers and exporters can get such big
prices 'abroad the people of this
country are bidding against Europe
for the foodstuffs of America.

Result: Cost of living is aeroplan-in- g

as never before.
The best indication of cost of liv-

ing, naturally, is retail food prices.
Only one agency in the United States
compiles such figures the United
States bureau of labor statistics. The
gathering of such statistics from all
over the country is a big job, and the
figures cannot be kept up to the
minute.

But the bureau has just finished its
compilation for the month of Janu-
ary, 1916. The result shows that
the relative retail price of 26 of the
principal articles of food used on
workingmen's tables in the United
States was higher in January, 1916,
than for any previous January since
the compilation of such statistics
began.

The "index number," which is a
means of weighing and combining
prices into a single unit of measure-
ment, for these 26 articles has risen
from 97 in January, 1912, to 106 in
January, 1916.

Not only that, but the figure for
January, 1916, touches the highest
point of any month since 1912. The
previous high point was in Septem-
ber, 1914. From that time there was
a steady decline in food prices until
March, 1915. At that time the effect
f the foreign demand and-th- e rising.

wages and increased manufacturing
costs began to be felt. The retail
price curve since March, 1915, has
been climbing steadily from the in-

dex number 96f up to 106 in January,
1916.

What has ha'ppened to food prices
since January is familiar to every
housewife. Butter that cosjt 35 cents
in March a year ago is selling for 40
and 45 cents. Lardthat was 12 cents
a year ago is npw 13 to 15 cents.
Cream cheese has jumped to 22 arid
25 cents, where a year ago, at the
low point in food prices, it was 20
cents. Irish potatoes have gone up,
in some sections as high as 30 cents
a peck.

Sugar, that absolute necessity in
every household, is up to 7 centsf
where last year it was 5c. The
prices both wholesale and retail
of practically all meats have risen
considerably since last year and con-

tinue to rise.
While wholesale prices are per-

haps not so good an indication of the
cost of living as retail prices, in some
respects their fluctuations serve as
a more accurate guide. Retailers
are loath to advanca prices unless
forced to do so by the, constantly in-

creasing wholesale price.
The corner grocer knows that he

sells Jess when his groceries are ex-
orbitantly high than when the prices
are reasonable. For that reason he
does not advance prices unless he is
compelled to do so.

o o--
"BOYS' JOB DAY"

Today is "Boys' Job Day," insti-
tuted by Boys' Brotherhood Republic
and proclaimed as suck by Mayor
Thompson. Open house will be kept
all day in room 1818 of the Republic
bldg., where boys out of work are go-
ing to be given jobs. Four hundred
places are to be filled.

o o
Practically inexhaustible deposits

of asphalt discovered in the Philip-
pines two years ago will be developed
commexcialy.

f


