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WEST REPORT SHOWS HOW STANDARD OIL CO.
RUNS A REGULAR SWEAT SHOP AT ARGO

How a Standard Oil subsidiary
runs a shop at the back door of Chi-

cago and pays its working people
way under a living wage is told by
George P. West in a report from
Washington headquarters of the
committee on industrial relations.

West looked over the ground per-

sonally during the strike of 1,100 la-

borers of the Corn Products Co. at
Argo.

Although the common labor rate
in the Chicago district stands at 20
and 22 cents an hour in unorganized
shops, says the report, the Corn
Products Refining Co., now under
prosecution by the government as a
monopoly, paid its laborers only 17
cents an hour and worked them 12
hours a day.

"When the men struck for more
pay," it is stated, "the manager on
orders from the New York office
hired 200 guards, armed them with
rifles, and with the aid of deputy
sheriffs and police magistrates, ar-

rested the strike leaders, took them
inside the plant, threw them into jail
and then fined them large amounts,
later reduced when the men's spirit
had been broken and they had gone
back to work.

"The Corn Products Co. is under
the presidency of Edward T. Bedford
of New York, and, according to
'Who's Who in Finance,' he is a di-

rector of the Standard Oil Co. and
has an office at 26 Broadway.

"Sup't F. L. Jeffries admitted to
your investigator that labor condi-
tions are determined by the New
York officers and he could not have
granted an increase of wages had he
desired to do so. He also admitted
that the company, which maintains
large plants in various parts of the
country, makes it a policy to keep
wages uniform at all the plants.

"The rate of 17 cents an hour is
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less than is being paid in any of the
large industries in the Chicago dis-

trict or other industrial centers. It
is more than 20 per cent below the
prevailing rate for unskilled labor.

"No serious effort was made by
the large Chicago newspapers" to
make the facts at Argo known. The
Chicago Tribune printed an editorial
unfriendly to the strikers. But the
Chicago Herald did give publicity to
the facts by printing a letter from
Miss Grace Abbott, head of the Im-
migrants' Protective league, in which
Miss Abbott set forth the facts as to
the low wages, long hours and reac-
tionary attitude of the New York

DOCTOR CLAIMS GERM IS THE
CAUSE OF EPILEPSY
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Dr. Reed startled the medical
world recently when he announced
the claim that epilepsy is a germ dis-

ease, and that like the germ of lock-
jaw the germ of epilepsy comes from
the ground. Further experiments
will be made.


