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that one mistake may undo four
years of diplomacy intended to es-
tablish good feeling between the two
nations and confirm peace in Mexico,
it was felt at the white house that
situation would require exceedingly
careful handling. Confidence was
expressed that it would behandled
successfully. Further the note says:

In Yiew of Mexican and American
friendships it did not hesitate to pro-
pose to the United States a recipro-
cal agreement, after the Columbus,
N. M., disaster, by which the two
countries could cross each other's
borders in pursuit of outlaws, "if un-
fortunately there should be repeated
along the border acts like those com-
mitted at Columbus."

But in proposing this agreement,
according to Carranza's position,
Mexico did not consider that the Co-

lumbus incident itself should result
in the passage of border lines by
troops. It is emphasized that it must
have been clear to all that Mexico
gave the United States formal per-

mission to cross the horder only in
case the massacres were repeated.

Washington, April 13. Gen. Car-

ranza's note to Sec'y Lansing, now in
the hands of the Mexican embassy
here and not delivered as yet to the
state department, is in no sense an
"ultimatum" or a "demand" that the
United States troops withdraw, it was
said today at the embassy.

The state department said the sta-
tus of the protocol is "the same as it
was" and "the same policy toward
the expedition in Mexico is in effect."

An optimistic view of the situation
created by the Carxanza demand was
lent today by the suggestion that ne-
gotiations over the withdrawal of
troops undoubtedly would occupy
several weeks.

In the meantime, it was pointed
out here, American troops may bring
the campaign in Mexico to a success-
ful conclusion by capturing Villa.

Gen. Carranza made no demand on
the United States for the immediate
withdrawal pf American troops, ex-- 1

pressing merely a desire to begin ne-
gotiations on that subject.

Mexican sources today declares
there was no cause for alarm in bor-

der reports of the mobilization of
Carranza troops in the north, near
the Texas and New Mexican borders.

It was characterized rather as a
"request" for negotiations looking to
the withdrawal of troops and the tak-
ing over of the Villa hunt by Car-
ranza's forces.
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WAR BULLETINS

Paris. i Gerrnans launched their
first direct attack on Hill 304, one of
keystones of French defense north-
west of Verdun, late yesterday after-
noon. Assault was stopped by the
French.

Germans for past 24 hours have
been bringing up fresh forces to the
Verdun front, concentrating appar-
ently for another heavy smash west
of the Meuse. Some of the fresh di-

visions are reported to be coming
from Russian front German front in
France and Flanders has been so
thoroughly stripped of all reserves
that no more large forces can be
withdrawn for action at Verdun.

London. rBritish steamers Robert
Adamson and Angus torpedoed. Crew
of Adamson landed.

o o
ROGER HOVERS NEAR THRONE

Washington, April 13. Roger Sul-
livan, whose forces in Illinois have
just won a sweeping victory in an ef-

fort to control the Democratic state
organization, arrived in Washington
today for a conference with admin-
istration leaders.

He had luncheon with Seo'y Tu-
multy and went over in detail the
Democratic situation in Illinois.

o o
BURLINGTON FINED $350

Burlington railroad pleaded guilty
in federal court to violations of the
hours of service act. It required two
telegraph operators to work more
than nine hours a day. Judge Car-
penter fined the road $350.
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