
CHILD POVERTY IS ONLY POVERTY THAT
MATTERS SAYS Q. BERNARD SHAW

Judge Henry Neil of Chicago, who
is conducting a national campaign in

America against child poverty and
whose movement has-be-

en approved
highly by such American economic
experts as Prof. Scott Nearing and
Charles Edward Russell, has just re-

ceived a remarkable communication
on this subject from George Bernard
Shaw, the famous British thinker,
Judge Neil asked Shaw for "his opin
ion on the subject of child poverty

!

and suggested that the latter inau-

gurate a campaign against the evil
in England, if he approved Neil's
stand. Shaw's reply follows.

By C. Bernard Shaw
Child poverty is the only sort of

poverty that matters.
The adult who has been poor as a

child will never get the chill of pov-

erty out of his bones; but he will die
and make room for a better nour-
ished generation.

There are no doubt property owitj

ers in America who tell Judge Henry
Neil that it is confiscation to tax
one man's property to pay for the ed-

ucation of another man's children.
We have scoundrels of that sort

in England, too. Some day they will
pehaps have the opportunity of say- -
ing it to a higher judge than Henry
Neil. He will send them to the place
He reserves for those who have
learned to say "Our Father" but have
not learned to say "Our children."
The one without the other is a blas-
phemy. Also it is an unbusinesslike
folly.

Neglected children cost more than
well nourished ones to everybody ex-
cept their immediate parents.

The principal business of a police-
man at present is to prevent children
from obtaining food.

The proper primary business of a
policeman is to seize every hungry
child and feed it, to collar every rag-
ged child and clothe it, to hand every
illiterate child over to those who will
teach it how to read and write. .

If America cannot see this, there
is no future for America. And it is
because she has been slo'w to see this
that so much of her past is shameful
and so much of her present miser-
able.
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ALFONSO MAY INAUGURATE

PEACE MOVEMENT
London, May 23. King Alfonso

may initiate peace negotiations in
the near future, the Exchange Tele-
graph Crf. says. The Spanish ruler
plans to first sound out peace senti-- A
ment in each of the "belligerent coun-trie- s.

If the results are satisfactory
he will send two Spanish statesmen
to belligerent capitals to work out
plans for a truce. '

Parish-Ma- 22. "Peace can come
only through a decisive victory," ,

Premier Briand told a delegation
from the. Russian duma.


