
THE PUBLIC FORUM
SAY, SHOW YOU MEANT IT.- -

Now let every able-bodi- man who
voluntarily marched in the Pre
paredness parade
join the army or

forward
"Those

moral cowards who want other
to the fighting for them.

W. D. Tate.
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distinct influences
working in behalf of preparedness.
These may be classified as follows:

1. The manufacturers of muni-
tions of warfare, who were behind
the founding of the Navy league and
National Security league and similar
organizations and who foresee a tre-
mendous loss in profits after the
European war unless the U. S. takes
up the preparedness craze.

2. The professional militarists, of-

ficers of the army and navy, who
have spent most of their lives pre-
paring to fight and who would hate
to go to their graves without realiz-
ing their ambitions.

3. The big exporters of American
products, that is, big business in gen-
eral, who want a powerful army and
navy to back them up in the aggres-
sive policy they are pursuing to seize
the world's markets temporarily
abandoned by the belligerent na-
tions.

4. The employers of labor, who
desire a large army to quell "dangers
from within" i. e., strikes by work-ingm-

struggling for higher wages
and better living conditions.

5. Those who see in the wide-
spread industrial disturbances an

j omen of danger to vested interests
and who think a wax would be the
surest means of uniting Americans

. of all classes and preventing a pos-
sible revolution. The latter is a more
important factor than you might im-
agine. Not only was it responsible
for the precipitation of the conflict
across the seas, but I have been in- -
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formed by a member of the citizens'
training camp at Fort Sheridan, who
fought during the Spanish American
war, that the' unrest of the laborers
following the railroad strike of 1894
made the business men seize upon
the Manila incident as a means of
fanning the "patriotism" of the un-
derpaid toilers. He frankly admitted
that such a course is necessary to- - y
day to protect the commercial and
financial interests of the country.

6. The clerks, office boys, sales-
men and empty-heade- d enthusiasts
who really believe they are patriotic,
and who love "their" country, but
don't know that they are playing
into the hands of those who profit
by preparedness.

With all of these elements the
working class has nothing to do. I
am proud to say that I am a patriot,
but I refuse to let "my patriotism be-
come a tool of the dollar patriots.
Thomas Levish.

T. R. HAD THE CHANCE. His-
tory tells us that at the outbreak of
the Spanish-America- n war this
country was wholly unprepared.
Theo. Roosevelt went down to San-
tiago, Cuba, in 1898 as the colonel of
a regiment known as Roosevelt's
Rough Riders. T. R. knows actual
conditions of warfare, having been
in the front himself, and knows the
hardships the soldiers had to con-
tend with.

With full knowledge of all this, did
he, as vice president of the U. S., try
to improve conditions? No.

After McKinley's assassination he
succeeded McKinley as president and
served as such for the balance of the
term, about two and one-ha- lf years.
Did he make any attempt to put this
country on a war footing which
would prevent a possible invader
from landing troops on our shores?
No. .
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