
Jure business. If I could take you
jhrough the Keystone plant in Los
Angeles, where the great film com-
edies are made, and where the great-
est motion picture comedians learned
how to be funny, you would be sur
prised to see how hard and serious
ly the players work for eight hours
each day to make the patrons of the
picture houses laugh. When work
ing on a comedy film there is never
a laugh among the members of the
company there is never even a
smile!

When we start to make a new pic-

ture I am usually given a copy of the
scenario. I study this carefully at
night and am rather well posted on
the story when we start our rehear-
sals the following day.

A comedy rehearsal is as "funny
as a funeral." I mean no disrespect
by this. I am merely trying to draw
a contrast that will be readily un-
derstood.

Mack Sennett, director-gener- al of
the Keystone company, the man
who has developed such famous co-

medians as Francis Ford and Mabel
Normand, is as serious as a man who
has just lost his fortune. And I am
sure I would be taken for anything
but a comedienne.

The same is true of every member
of the company. The last rehearsal
I attended reminded me of a meeting
of the board of directors of some
company that was about to fail
that's how funny it was. It Is a busi-
ness with us to make people laugh;
to send them home from the theater
happy. This is much harder to do
than any emotional part I have ever
played.

Once a mend of mine said she
would like to read a comedy scenario
because, as she expressed it, it would
be so screamingly funny. Later,
when she took dinner with me one
evening, I gratified her wish.

When she finished the script she
said: "Are you joking me? There
isn't a line of comedy in this thing."

All .of which,,was true. --The cpm--1

edy does not appear in the lines of
a scenario, but in the situations and
the "business" that the actors create.
The manuscript is about as bald and
uninteresting as the dryest textbook
I ever read. Studying to be a school
teacher, was excruciatingly funny
compared with becoming a comedy
star.

(To Be Continued.)
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Latest photograph of Mrs. Louis
D. Brandeis, wife of Justice Bran-dei- s,

recently appointed the United
states supreme court.
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ENCOURAGING HIM

Cheerful One (to newcomer, on
being asked what the trenches are
like) If yer stands up yer gets
sniped; if yer keeps down yet gets
drowned; if yer moves about yer gets
shelled; and if yer stands still yer
gets court-martial- for frostbite.
American, Boy. -


