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THE PUBLIC FORUM
CHURCH AND SCHOOL In an-

swering the editorial under date of
June 29 you have ignored the ques-
tion why the K. C. policemen who
were to keep order in Boulevard hall
when Mr. Slattery was to speak were
notreproved. Also the question why
the' Catholic church condemns the
public schools as a vicious, godless
system of education. In proof, I
quote the following:

"Let the public school system go
to the devil, where it came from."
Freedman's Journal, Nov. 20, 1869.

"The common schools of this coun-
try are sinks of moral pollution and
nurseries or hell." Chicago Tablet

"I frankly confess that the Cath-
olics stand before the country as the
enemies of the public schools."
Father Phelan.

The spoils system, political pull
and influence is nothing new in the
public school system, and for 25
years Tom Brennan, a Roman Cath-
olic board member, used his influ-
ence to secure positions for Catholic
girls, not at all times efficient as
teachers, so other politicians of the
same faith used their influence to
secure positions, not in consideration
of efficiency, but because of their
faith, which accounts for the fact
that 75 per cent of the teachers in
the Godless schools are
Catholics. Strange they should be
so eager for their girls to teach in
a school they condemn.

The psychology of the teacher
should be international in scope and
unhampered by religious prejudice,
otherwise it fits ill in a system that
instructs all nationalities, all creeds
and all races. We've had many in-

stances of teachers intruding their
religious views upon their pupils,
much to the displeasure of parents
and pupils; even went so far that it
was necessary for the board of edu-
cation to send a special notice to
each, teacher in the service that a

iPWPP9WJf

repetition of the offense would result
in dismissal.

I know a teacher to whom three
pupils complained of their teacher
(who was a Catholic) about her
questioning them about their re-
ligion; even asked them why they.did
not co to their own narochial schools

truant officers go into the homes lfif(
ana asK tne same questions.

Mr. Cochran, you make the state-
ment that a Catholic can be as pa-

triotic an American citizen as you
are. That was proved conclusively
that they cannot be genuine Amer-
icans when Mr. Slattery tried to use
his constitutional right of free
speech they owe allegiance to the
pope of Rome, even before the con-
stitution, if it stands in their way.

Now about the federation: The
idea that it is dominated by the Cath-
olic church grows out of the fact that
the majority of members of the fed-

eration are Catholics. How could it
be otherwise when a majority of the
teaching corps are Catholics?

I am a member of the federation,
but decidedly and
would be the first one to work for a
disruption were it possible to con-

vince me that the church in any way
influences the organization. I know
many Protestants besides myself
who aremembers. I am also con-

vinced tnat some of the members of
the board of education who are act-
ing on the religious issue are sincere
and honest in purpose. One solution
of this issue would be to require ev-

ery person wishing to teach in the
puolic schools to spend four years in
high school, two years in Normal,
and, besides, take the regular teach
ers' examination, and see to it that ( i

noi nnuence ui muuey or pyuucs ue
brought to bear, and no girl be ad-

mitted to high school or Normal on
recommendation, but after passing
examination for same.

I have heard principals make the
remark that it is impossible to have
a teacher dropped, no matter how
inefficient she may have been.
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